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Christians u 

by Jo Duckies 

AS winter sets in and UK temperatures 
plunge, it is vital that vulnerable people 
can afford to keep their homes warm. 

Older people and young families can be 
particularly at risk and often poorer people 
face higher fuel bills as they are forced to 
use pre-payment meters for their gas and 
electricity. 

Phil Levermore, a member of St 
Laurences Church, Appleton in 
Oxfordshire, set up Ebico, a non-profit 
energy company, as well as the Ebico 
Trust, a charity devoted to battling fuel 
poverty. 

“We have given away over Elm. We are 
a not-for-profit social enterprise. Any 
surpluses go into the trust, which supports 
various projects that are helping to tackle 
fuel poverty in their communities. 

“We help people switch to a cheaper 
energy supplier and where they have built 
up debt help them to manage that or apply 
for grants to eliminate it. At this time 
of year it is getting colder and it is those 
over 75 who are more at risk of strokes 
and heart attacks if they are cold. Elderly 
people tend to worry about the cost of 
things more than younger people.” 

Phil said Christians have a role to play in 
their communities. “They can help older 
people to get through the winter happy 
and healthy. Ice can be a major hazard for 
elderly folk. When its icy, can you help 
them avoid hazardous journeys? Can you 
help them get some food and take them 
some emergency lighting and long-life 
food for any time you can’t get out to 
them? Can you organise a rota with your 
neighbours to help elderly folk when it 
gets cold?” 

Phil said older people shouldn’t hesitate 
to turn their heating up. “There are 
organisations that can help if people have 


rged to help the poor to keep warm 



financial difficulties.” 

Ebico also offers competitive tariffs for 
those who have to pay their fuel bills via 
pre-payment meters. “We have prioritised 
getting the best deal we can as generally 
they are charged more and that’s not fair.” 

Christians Against Poverty’s The Poor 
Pay More report states that those using 
pre-payment meters are charged up to 
£250 extra per year than those paying 
by credit. In the Foreword, Matt Barlow, 
CAP’s UK Chief Executive states: “Yet this 
client group is poorer and likely to be more 
vulnerable. For instance, 65 per cent of all 
clients with learning disabilities use a PPM 
to pay for their energy, compared to only 
60 per cent of the UK as a whole.” 

The report states that many on PPMs 
disconnect themselves, often not using 


heating for at least a week in the winter 
because they can’t afford to top up their 
meter. 

“PPM users are forced to make 
impossible choices. It is not uncommon 
for clients to have gone without heating 
for several years due to financial difficulty. 
Seventy six per cent of those on a PPM 
have sacrificed meals before CAP’s help.” 

The Children’s Society’s 2015 report, 
Show Some Warmth, revealed that up to 
1.3m UK families were living in energy 
debt, leaving homes cold and risking the 
health of children and their families. The 
report stated: “Many families in energy 
debt cut back on heating their home. As a 
result, children had to wear extra clothing 
at night to keep warm, or miss out on hot 
meals. Evidence shows that this had an 
impact on children’s health, with children 


in families that have struggled with energy 
debts considerably more likely to have 
been ill last winter than other children.” 

Earlier in 2016, the Society reported 
the success of a petition to get energy 
companies to make changes, that had led 
to changes including E.ON, Npower and 
Scottish Power to include 16 and 17-year- 
olds as a vulnerable group, which means 
they will be better supported. Npower has 
also changed its telephone script to ask 
families experiencing financial difficulties 
if they have children living at home. 

For more go to: 

• Children's Society: http://tinyurl. 
com/hz7zumb 

• ebico.org.uk 

• capuk.org 



I HRGANI 


Handloom weaving Whitestripe fabric 


>amboo lampshades 


Fantastic cushions 


Arabesque ce ram i i 


com 


Cotton lampshades Ikat fabrics: throws/curtain fabric/tablecloths 


Cotton duvet covers 


Cotton rugs 


ough floormats 




News 


A welcome re-ordering at All Saints' 



A £135,000 re-ordering project has 
helped enhance welcome, hospitality 
and access at All Saints’, High 
Wycombe. 

New inner and outer doors with 
weather protection, to enable the West 
doors to be kept open, along with the 
relocation of the font and the historic 
“Keen Doors” has created a more 
open area for hospitality and flexible 
community use. The Revd Hugh Ellis, 
the Rector, said: “The church’s vision 
to be a place for the whole community 
to encounter God has influenced the 
way we view and use the building. 

“It is energised and flows with life 
ensuing from the rhythm of daily 
prayer and Eucharists, activities for 
parents and pre-school children; 
weekly community meals for those 
who have recently been homeless; 
the broad social mix of those 
meeting at the Mustard Seed Cafe; 
and the Women’s Cultural Area, 
gathering women from various ethnic 
backgrounds who feel isolated, to mix 


with others whilst doing various art 
and craft activities.” 

All Saints has lunchtime concerts, 
Confirmation and Pilgrim courses, 
bell ringing, gatherings for events in 
support of Syrian refugees, Christmas 
fairs, school services, civic services, 
frequent evening concerts and arts 
and spirituality events such as Flower 
and Christmas Tree Festivals and 
stained glass panel workshops. 

Hugh added: “The impact of this 
work is significant and has drawn 
countless warm reactions including 
more people coming into the building 
throughout the week and on Sundays, 
for which we thank God.” Photo: All 
Saints, High Wycombe. 



Sunningdale's new extension 



CHILDREN from Holy Trinity CE School, Sunningdale, in Berkshire are pictured here with the 
Mayor of the Royal Borough of Windsor, Cllr Sayonara Luxton, who recently officially opened 
the new extension to the school. 


The children sang a song of praise before the Mayor cut the ribbon. The extension is a bright, 
modern and fully equipped classroom and reception area. The Revd Roy Burgess, the Vicar of 
HolyTrinity Church in Sunningdale, said: "It reflects in artwork, along with the Lord's Prayer 
cross in the main hall, the great Christian ethos in which the school prides itself." 

In the speeches before the opening, the Headteacher Pam O'Brien, the Chair of the 
Governing Board, Richard Pelly and the Mayor all thanked everyone involved, especially the 
Diocese of Oxford. The Diocese funded, project-managed and was responsible for overseeing 
the completion of the 18-month project. 

Ending gender violence 


THE Mothers’ Union is urging churchgoers to 
join the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender 
Violence. 

Fictional stories of gender based violence in 
The Archers and Poldark have made headline 
news. However, in real life, according to an 
MU statement, the 25 per cent of women in 
the UK who experience domestic abuse in 
their lifetime (33 per cent globally) and the 
two women who die each week, are rarely 


mentioned. The Mothers’ Union has worked 
with partners Restored and We Will Speak 
Out to launch the 16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender Violence on 25 November. 

Where to find out more: 

Go to www.mothersunion.org and search 
for '1 6 Days'. More resources can be found 
at www.wewillspeakout.org Go to www. 
restoredrelationships.org and search for Toilet 
Poster' to find a poster that can be displayed in 
church. 


Churches 

CHURCHES responded to Hallowe’en 
with light parties and other alternative 
outreach events for children, many to be 
followed up with more family-friendly fun 
in the run-up to Christmas. 

Emma Major, a Licensed Lay Minister 
from St Nicolas, in Earley, was part of a 
team that ran a “Have a Light On” holiday 
club over three afternoons for more than 
30 primary age children. Emma said: 

“HALO introduced Torchy, played by our 
curate the Revd Ben Kautzer, who was 
looking for help finding his way when his 
batteries ran out. 

“Luckily Jesus showed him the way 
and shone a light in the darkness. This is 
the second year the club has run, having 
been designed and led by Miriam Barlow, 
a member of St Nicolas. More than 30 
children attended and HALO will be 
followed up by a Christmas party on 22 
December. 

“That marks the 70th anniversary 
of worship on our site and will be an 
afternoon of fun for children,” said Emma. 
“It is going to be amazing and they are all 
invited.” 

At St Paul’s in Banbury, children’s worker 
Jeannette Law and her team gave away 
more than 100 mugs of hot chocolate to 
trick or treaters outside the church. 

Jeannette said: “A team in church was 
making the chocolate and a bigger team 


glow crazy to celebrate the Light of the World 



was giving it away from our car park. A 
lot of families were saying we should do 
this every year. I went to a school event a 
couple of days later and people recognised 
me. I am hoping they will link us giving 
away free hot chocolate with the good 
news of the love of Jesus.” St Paul’s will be 
following up the Hallowe’en giveaway with 
an Advent event on 26 November. 

A Let’s Glow Crazy event was a sell- 
out with 50 children on 31 October at 
St James’, Gerrards Cross. The week 
before families were challenged to carve 
pumpkins in designs avoiding anything 
too “hallowe’eny”. Stars, crosses, words 
and even a VW Campervan were among 
the creations. 

“Our hope and prayer 
is that the children went 
back into school being 
little lights for Jesus ...” 

Children entered the party through 
a UV tent with UV face painting, then 
ventured into the main room for t-shirt 
decorating with glow in the dark paint. 
They ate sticky hot dogs and chips before a 
journey through a glow in the dark maze, 
and fun around a fire pit with toasted 
marshmallows. They got to pop paint filled 


balloons over canvas before heading back 
inside for glow-in- the-dark games. 

Andrew Howard, children’s co-ordinator 
at St James’, said: “We shared a short 
message about Jesus being the light of 
the world and how we can be lights for 
Jesus in the world. We then had a time of 
worship and enjoyed praising God with our 
glow in the dark light sticks, glasses and 
other glow in the dark stuff. It was a great 


night and a very popular alternative to the 
other options available to children at this 
time of the year. 

“Our hope and prayer is that the children 
went back into school being little lights for 
Jesus, sharing what a great time they had, 
so that even more of their friends would 
rather be celebrating the true light of the 
world next year.” 






News 3 


Meet our new Licensed Lay Ministers 



From left, Ros Steel, Margaret Davison, Lyndsay Baker, Bishop Andrew (Warden of LLMs), Charles Howlett, Janet Keene and the Revd 
Philip Tovey (Deputy Warden of LLMs). Photo: Jo Duckies. 


FIVE new Lay Ministers 
were licensed to churches 
in Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire at 
a special service at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Oxford in 
November. 

Margaret Davison (St Peter’s, 
Woolhampton) : 

“I was brought up in a Christian family, 
attending the village church and Sunday 
school most Sundays, but it wasn’t until 
much later in life that I realised the 
power of prayer and the real presence of 
God. I’m looking forward to continuing 
my ministry as a Licensed Lay Minister.” 

Ros Steel (Christ Church, 

Abingdon): 

“I became a Christian in my teens, and 
have always had a sense of God’s call 
upon my life. At different stages this 
has led me in various directions, from 


teaching and music to, more latterly, 
counselling and spiritual direction. This 
call to Licensed Lay Ministry feels like 
both an affirmation of the work I am 
already doing, and permission to step 
more fully into the role of a minister of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. What a joy 
and a challenge.” 

Lyndsay Baker (Carterton): 

“I was shocked when I felt Jesus was 
urging me to step forward for lay 
ministry. Fortunately, my husband, two 
children and Carterton church family 
are very supportive. And, when I have 
trusted and obeyed Jesus he has proven 
what a faithful and awesome God he is.” 

Charles Howlett (St Mary the 
Virgin, Amersham): 

“I moved to Amersham in 1983 to 
work at Chilterns Crematorium, where 
I’ve been ever since. I married a local 
funeral director’s daughter, Annie, and 
we have two children and a grandson. I 
soon started singing in the local church 


choir and gradually got more involved 
and found God blessing me with the gift 
of faith.” 

Janet Keene (SS Michael & Mary 
Magdalene, Easthampstead): 

Janet is married and has three children 
and a granddaughter. When Church 
@ the Pines started up as a Local 
Ecumenical Partnership church plant 
from St Michael’s and the Methodist 
circuit in Bracknell, Janet and her 
daughter went to the first service. She 
was confirmed there, and continued to 
worship there. She works full time as an 
official for the National Association of 
Head Teachers. 


Hear Ros and Charles talk about their 
calling to LLM Ministry: 

www.oxford.anglican.org/charles- 
howlett, www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
ros-steel/ 


Oxford's Ofsted successes 

EVERYONE at the Oxford Academy was proud of 
the achievements that were recognised by Ofsted 
in a recent report. 

The school, which is sponsored by the Oxford 
Diocese, the Beecroft Trust and Oxford Brookes 
University, was praised by inspectors for the 
strong progress made by disadvantaged pupils 
and the “rigorous and valid assessment” of pupils’ 
progress. The report described pupils as polite 
and respectful and went on to commend their 
behaviour in lessons and meeting their teachers’ 
high expectations. 

The Oxford Academy was ranked 14th out of 
6,382 secondary schools in England based on its 
Progress 8 score - a new government performance 
measure. Postl6 also remained at a high level, 
with the 6th form being graded “good” once more. 
Niall McWilliams, Headteacher, who took over in 
2014 said: “This is a fantastic achievement, which 
shows how far we have come in such a short period 
of time.” 

This success comes on the back of a report 
by the Oxford Diocese’s Deputy Director 
(School Effectiveness) Fiona Craig. She noted 
in a report that 93 per cent of Church schools 
in the Oxford Diocese were judged as good 
or better by Ofsted, in March 2016 for new 
inspections. Fiona’s report stated: “This 
against a national average of 73 per cent is an 
excellent figure.” 


Celebrating 1 50 years of service 

Licensed Lay Ministers with combined service 
of over 1 50 years were invited to a special 
celebratory dinner in the Bracknell Deanery 
to mark the 1 50th anniversary of Licensed Lay 
Ministry. 

The ministers and their guests were welcomed 
to The Carpenters in Sunninghill in late October 
by the Bracknell Deanery Assistant Area Dean, 
the Revd Stephen Johnson. A good evening 
of fine dining was had by all. Sheila Shrigley 
(Archdeaconry Adviser for LLMs) said: "We 
have enjoyed a splendid meal and we were 
delighted that our colleagues chose to show 
their appreciation and celebrate our special 
anniversary with us in this way. Our thanks to 
the Revd Tracey Williams, who organised the 
dinner." 

"It really is important to celebrate our LLMs," 
said Stephen Johnson. "They are vital to the 
mission and ministry in the Deanery. We’ve 
heard wonderful stories about their work across 
the area and how God is using their gifts and 
skills in so many ways." 


Spare a fiver for children suffering abuse 


CHARITY Parents and Children Together 
(PACT) has launched a crowdfunding 
appeal to pilot a project supporting 
children under five who have witnessed 
domestic abuse. 

The new programme will be part of 
PACT’s successful Bounce Back 4 Kids 
(BB4K) project which currently supports 
children living in the Thames Valley aged 
between five and 12. The programme is 
innovative, working with the child and 
non-abusing parent at the same time, 
providing therapeutic support following 
the trauma of a family breakdown. 

BB4K has also identified gaps in the 
provision of this type of support for 
other age groups and is experiencing a 
growing demand of referrals for children 
under the age of five. 

PACT CEO Jan Fishwick said: “Research 
has shown that by providing targeted 
early intervention and prevention 
support to this age group we can increase 


these children’s opportunities to have 
smoother transitions into primary 
school, improved family relationships, 
increased social skills and emotional 
intelligence. 

“This project is very much needed; 
there were 41,846 domestic abuse 
incidents recorded by Thames Valley 
Police in 2014/15 and The Home Office 
and The Centre for Social Justice reports 
that 90 per cent of children are in the 
same room or the room next door during 
attacks on their mothers. 

PACT has until February 2017 to 
reach its target of £10,420. There are 
various opportunities available to donors 
depending on the amount pledged, 
including meeting with PACT’s CEO and 
the BB4K delivery team. 

To find out more about the project 
and donate visit: https ://fundit. 
buzz/BounceBack4Kids 


Watch the Revd Josie Midwinter on Youtube 


THE Revd Josie Midwinter, who is 
based at All Saints in Didcot and a 
former Church Army missionary, has 
been featured in a series of videos 
by South Oxfordshire Housing 
Association, telling the real-life 
stories of people who live in social 
housing. 

The aim is to break down the myths 
about social housing perpetuated 
by television programmes such 
as Benefits Street. The eight films 
feature individuals with interesting 
and varied lives. 
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25 years providing hope and 
healing for the hurt and lost 


2016 has been a wonderfully challenging year as we have commemorated 
25 years since the beginning of our work at Gilead. Wonderful, 
because of all the people who have been set free from addiction 
and now live lives that they did not think possible. Challenging, 
because we see the need is increasing as the years go by. 


There have been many successes in 
25 years of ministering to the lonely and 
hurting who seek help from Gilead. These 
are just a few: 

Pam, formerly addicted to heroin 
following a turbulent childhood, told 
us: “It was the unconditional love and 
acceptance shown to me at Gilead after 
I had messed up so badly that 
was the key for my recovery. 

I never thought I would be 
happy living a ‘normal’ 
life - but I am!” Pam 
completed rehab with 
Gilead in 2013, she 
is now engaged to 
be married, holding 
down a good job and 
is FREE of addiction. 

Paul was a Gilead 
graduate in 2005 
following a 20 year 
history of substance 
abuse and drug related 



crime. “Gilead is 
why I am here 
today. I am not 
the same person 
I was. Gilead has 
enabled me to live 
with other people 
without needing to 
use drugs. My family is 
being restored”. In 

2008 Paul worked 
as a support worker 
for schools work. He then 
undertook a three year 
course at Moorlands 
Bible College, where 
he attained degree 
in Applied Theology 
in 2011. He married 
his wife in 2012, 
they are now home- 
owners and have been 
approved as foster 
parents. 

Carolyne was at Gilead 


from 1994 to 2001, staying on 
to help others after her own 
successful rehab from 
addiction to drugs. 

She worked as PA to 
Gilead co-founder, 

Ian Samuel, and as 
the Administration 
Manager. She trained 
for four years to 
become a qualified 
psychotherapist 
specialising in 
counselling and is now a 
Project Manager, working 
with ex-offenders at Langley 
House Trust in Somerset. “Gilead 
made me feel safe,” she said. “They 
believed in me, and that gave me hope to 
begin to believe in myself.” 

The years ahead, frankly, look bleaker 
than the last 25 years for those seeking to 
start a new life free from addiction. Most 
funding for rehab is now limited to just 
12 weeks. Long term (at least 52 weeks) 
rehab is proven to work better, and is the 
basis of Gilead’s 85% success rate. 

In the face of funding cuts, we have 
decided to keep all of our rehab spaces 
as fully occupied as we can. At the 



time of writing, we have five people 
on application, who we aim to admit 
before Christmas. None of them have the 
necessary funding to come, but we believe 
they all have a good chance of successful 
rehabilitation leading to productive lives. 
This is why we exist, and in the current 
climate of austerity, we will continue to 
provide hope and healing for as many 
people as we can. But we could use some 
help! 

You can help us as we continue 
to reverse the destructive effects of 
addiction. Please become a monthly 
partner with us, or make a one off 
donation to our bursary fund to help us 
help those who are considered by many 
to be ‘beyond help’. We believe in them, 
and we believe many people share our 
vision. If you can, please stand with us. 



PLEASE CONSIDER SUPPORTING GILEAD WITH A 
DONATION OR REGULAR MONTHLY GIVING. 

If you have any questions about our work, please contact 
Lois Samuel on 01837 851240. If you have questions 
about making a larger donation or interest free loan to the 
ministry, please contact Chris Cole (Trustee) on 07957 
433973. 

You can also visit www.gilead.org.ukto find out more 
about us and donate online. 

r. , » • l. 

1 enclose a one-off gift of £ 

Please make cheques payble to Gilead Foundations 

H 1 would like to become a Partner 
Please fill in this form 

Name 

Name of your bank 

1 am a UK taxpayer and 1 agree to Gilead Foundations 

Bank address 

Charity (GFC) claiming tax on all past, present and future 
donations 1 make to the charity. Please treat my donations 
as Gift Aid donations. 1 confirm that 1 am paying or will pay 
an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax to cover 
the amount GFC and any other charities or Community 
Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) will reclaim for the tax year 
(6 April one year to 5 April the next year). Council Tax and 
VAT do not qualify towards Gift Aid. GFC will reclaim 25 
pence of tax for every £1 that has been given. 

Signed Date 

Please add my details to the Gilead mailing list 

Postcode 

Account No. Sort Code 

Instruction to your bank: Please deduct £5 / £10 / £25 / or £ 
from my account on (dd/mm/yy) / / 

Then monthly until further notice. Pay this sum to Gilead 
Foundations Account No: 05651441 Sort Code: 54-21-14 
Nat West Bank, 40 Fore Street, Okehampton, EX20 1EY 

Signed Date 

Title (Mr, Mrs, Rev, other) Surname 

First Name 

Address 

Postcode 

Organisation / company (if applicable) 

Telephone Number 

Email 


Please return this form to 

Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton, EX20 3AJ 

You can also donate online. 0101216 


Gilead 

FOUNDATIONS 


01837851240 

www.gilead.org.uk 


working in collaboration with 

RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC 


Thank you for your support 


We wish to thank readers of this 
newspaper who have supported Gilead 
over the last year or so. 

We have many different kinds of 
supporters - those who pray, those who 
volunteer, those who give large sums 
and those who give just a little every 
month. With any kind of support, it is 
the heart behind the gift that counts, 
and we’re blessed to have such goodwill 
from many different people all over the 
UK. 


It’s the stories of those who have been 
restored at Gilead over the last 25 years 
that keeps us going, and encourages 
us to reach out to more people with 
the life-changing message of hope and 
practical help. 

We see lives transformed beyond 
expectations, and it’s a joy. If you can 
support us in any way, we would like 
to hear from you. We hope the short 
stories on this page will encourage you 
as much as they encourage us. 


Any giving makes a difference 


• £20 pays for simple counselling 
course materials for one client 

• £80 pays for their food for a month 
(we budget wisely!) 

• £100 pays for their health and 
safety approved workwear for their 
skills training 

• £5 per month will help towards the 
costs of basic training in First Aid, 
Health & Safety, Food Hygiene, 
Literacy and Numeracy - all of 
which increase employability 

• £10 per month contributes to 


vocational skills training in catering, 
administration and farm work 
• £25 per month makes a genuine 

dent in the programme costs 
associated with providing 
rehabilitation 

ALL donations help, and ANY donation 
you can make, as a one-off gift or a 
regular monthly partner, means that we 
are closer to reaching our goal of taking 
in anyone who needs help, and who 
genuinely desires to change, regardless 
of their funding status. 





JgGilead 

Ufl FOUNDATIONS 
RISDON FARM 

TRAINING CENTRE 


01837 851 240 
www.gilead.org.uk 


We wuih you 
a Bled Jed ChrLitmxu 
and 2017 


Tel : 01837 851240 Fax: 01837 851520 Email : admin@gilead.org.uk www .gilead.org.uk 
Registered in England No: 2608644 Limited by Guarantee Registered Charity No: 1002909 
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Win tickets to Blenheim Palace this Christmas 



BLENHEIM Palace near Woodstock and its beautifully landscaped grounds 
make for a fantastic day out all year round. But at Christmas, the birthplace of 
Sir Winston Churchill is made even more spectacular with festive decorations 
(pictured above) and exciting events. 

The palace is even more relevant for churchgoers as Sir Winston is buried in St 
Martin's Church in nearby Bladon. The Door has a pair of tickets to the palace to 
give away in our December competition. The festive events at Blenheim run until 31 
December, but the tickets are valid until April 201 7. 

See www.blenheimpalace.com or call 01 993 810530 to find out more. On entry, 
the tickets can be exchanged for an annual pass to the palace and grounds. For the 
chance to win send your answer to the question: What is the name of the village 
and the church where Sir Winston Churchill is buried? Send your answers, with 
your name and address, to reception@oxford.anglican.org or to Blenheim Palace 
Competition, The Door, Church House Oxford, Langford Lane, Kidlington, 0X5 1 GF. 
The closing date for entries is Friday 2 December. 


60 years of the York Nativity Play at St Mary's 

ALDERMASTON is 
celebrating the 60th 
consecutive year of 
its medieval nativity 
play at St Mary the 
Virgin Church. 

In 1957 the art 
teacher Pat Eastop 
and the Revd 
Stanley Young 
decided the village 
needed a nativity. 

Pat directed the 
play for the next 
57 years and all of 
the performances 
are dedicated to 
her. The play was 
taken from the 14th 
Century York Mystery Cycle, one of the earliest transcribed scripts in the English 
language. The music is sung a cappella from the ringing chamber of the church. On 
performance nights the players emerge from their dressing room (the village hall), to 
a street with windows lit up to acknowledge the play. The stage management team 
prepare the church, with teams looking after wardrobe, lighting and administration. 
The whole village community makes a huge contribution to the historic play and its 
success. 

Tickets are free and available from tickets@aldermastonnativity.co.uk. 
Performances take place from Monday 5 December to Sunday 11 December, at 
8pm on Monday, Thursday and Friday and 7pm on Saturday and Sunday. 

Competition Winners 

The winners of our Living Rainforest competition in the November issue of the Door 
are: Mary Hudson from Appleton and Mr and Mrs Owen from Wokingham. They will 
receive a family ticket to the Living Rainforest in Hampstead Norreys, Berkshire. 



The Church and Boys 

Nick Harding 
BRF £8.99 

by Yvonne Morris 


« 


T o recognise that boys are 
different from girls can be 
a dangerous thing to do.” 
So opens Nick Harding s 
latest book The Church and Boys. This 
book is an expansion of a Grove booklet 
Nick wrote back in 2007 when the Church 
was only just beginning to recognise that 
perhaps boys and girls do have different 
needs when it comes to faith formation 
and nurture. My sense is that it is still 
difficult to have in-depth conversations 
about how as churches we can helpfully 
acknowledge difference without getting 
hung up about it. But here Nick provides a 
great way in. 


“ This book is a must for 
anyone seeking to re- 
evaluate their ministry 
with children.” 


I must confess there are many things in 
this book that made me think “that applies 
to girls too”, and “yes, but I know girls 
who share those preferences too”, but it 
also challenged me to consider again how 
intentionally I plan my Sunday Group 
to be accessible and engaging across the 
spectrum of needs of both boys and girls. 
Which I expect can only be a good thing. 

It is easy to get complacent about what we 
think we know about children, or to get 
set in a pattern of how we like things to be 
done. 


It also made 
me extremely 
grateful for 
the fact that 
I have the 
opportunity 
to minister 
to boys as 
well as girls, 
something 
that Nick 
highlights 
as not to be 
taken for 
granted. 

Boys do 

bring unique things to our groups. Is that 
because they are boys or because they are 
uniquely human and therefore made in 
Gods image? We could debate that a lot 
further. 

This book is a must for anyone seeking 
to re-evaluate their ministry with children 
and who wants to intentionally and 
seriously nurture both boys and girls. 

The massive challenge Nick presents 
us with is that the biggest thing that will 
make a difference to boys in our Church, is 
that they have male role models as leaders 
of their groups. Unfortunately, the gender 
disparity in the majority of churches 
will mean this either feels completely 
impossible or offers us a huge missional 
opportunity to seek to reach boys and men 
in meaningful ways. You choose! 

This book offers useful and thought 
provoking theory and background plus 
some helpful practical tips and ideas. Its 
an easy read - I read it quickly but it still 
had an impact. This is certainly a good 
resource if you have never really thought 
about this issue before or are just getting 
going in your thinking. 

Yvonne Morris is the Children’s Advisor 
for the Diocese of Oxford. 



The Gift of Leadership 

Steven Croft 
Canterbury Press £9.99 

by Graham Sykes 

A few days after Bishop Stevens 
inauguration service I found a 
little parcel on my desk with a 
thank you note. In the parcel was 
this wonderful little book about leadership 
and especially leadership at times of 
transition. I hesitated about writing a 
review because, as Bishops Chaplain, 
people might think it propaganda or simply 
me trying to earn brownie points. 

However, as the outgoing Chaplain I 
have no need of brownie points and I 
find propaganda distasteful. So here is 
my honest review of this book, which I 
commend to anyone who is in any form of 
leadership from leading the creche team 
through to being a bishop. 

“...if your calling is to 
lead in whatever form, 
this book is well worth 
the time and effort to 

read.” 

This book is an easy read and a page 
turner. It is about the real issues that 
face all leaders at whatever level they are 
leading. It is autobiographical in that it 
was sparked by Bishop Stevens calling to 
serve here as the Bishop of the Diocese 
of Oxford. It gives us a deep insight into 
scriptural models of leadership both 
positive and negative, the tough times and 
the easy times, for we can learn from them 
all. 

There are just ten chapters, each dealing 


with 

important 
elements 
of 

leadership. 

What I 
found 
refreshing 
is that the 
titles and 
content 
are not 
simply 
restating 
what can 
be read 
in secular 
leadership 
manuals. 

This is original material. Bishop Steven 
explores the issues of holiness and 
spirituality in authentic Christian 
leadership. He presents a good model 
for church leadership which can be fully 
translatable into the secular environment. 

I think that if some of our captains of 
industry and commerce and maybe our 
politicians were to take this on board they 
might find it a little easier to lead and 
have happier followers. In industry that 
would mean more effective teams and 
therefore more profitable ones. For those 
in government it would mean that they 
would create a country with a better sense 
of self worth. 

So, if your calling is to lead in whatever 
form, this book is well worth the time 
and effort to read. For me, at a time of 
transition in my own ministry, it has been 
investment reading which I know will serve 
me in whatever role God calls me to next. 

The Revd Graham Sykes is the Chaplain 
to the Bishop of Oxford until 31 
December. He will continue as the Chair 
of the Door’s Editorial Support Group. 
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Advertisement Feature 


WE RE TURNING THE DESPAIR OF HOMELESSNESS INTO 
REAL HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 


To see him now, you would never have known that John had been in a spiral of homelessness for 
years. John now has his own home and is working, but only a few months ago John's story was very 
different. Last winter, John was referred to a church which was part of the Winter Night Shelter in 
Manchester. The church provided a warm bed, nourishing food, and a safe space to relax. But more 
than that they provided hospitality, friendship, and support. And it was through the night shelter that 
John's life was completely turned around, when he was offered a permanent home and a job. 

Homelessness is a growing problem, but churches across the country are active in opening up their doors 
to support and get alongside those who are most in need. They offer a warm welcome to those most 
marginalised in our society, helping to restore dignity and hope. 

In Birmingham the Churches Together Night Shelter has been running since 2012. Throughout the winter of 
2015, 14 churches and over 400 volunteers provided 1,020 bed to rough sleepers. The churches provided a 
warm welcome and friendship, a hot meal, as well as a comfortable bed, and breakfast in the morning. 

In Manchester, over 20 organisations and churches, including Housing Justice, Manchester and Salford City 
Councils, the Booth Centre and Greater Manchester Together ran a winter night shelter for the first time last winter. 

Church Urban Fund was set-up by the Church of England. We exist to help transform lives and communities 
in England so that everyone can live life to its fullest. We do this through the Together Network, a network of 
organisations set up in partnership with local dioceses. We fund and support the network and churches with 
their social action. 



Will you make a gift today of £2, £5 or £10 to help further this life-transforming work? 


It costs £24.78 a night to 
host a guest like John at a 
winter night shelter. For less 
than £25, a desperate and 
vulnerable person can sleep 
in safety and comfort. This 
can so often be the catalyst 
to seeing a life transformed. 

CUFDR 


My details 





Title* (Mr/ Mrs/ Miss/ Ms/ Rev/ Dr/ Other) 



First name* 



Surname* 



Home address* 



Postcode* 


Email 



*A/£; We cannot claim gift aid without your full name and complete home address. Thank you. 


Alternative ways to 
make your gift 


■ Text ADVENT' to 70660 
to donate £5 

■ Online at 

www.home4advent.org.uk 

■ Call the CUF office on 
020 7898 1647 

■ Text 'ADVENTREG' to 
70660 to set up a monthly 
gift of £3 


My gift 

£ 2 | | £ 5 | | £10 [ other amount £ | 

1 I enclose my cheque/postal order/charity voucher made 
' — ' payable to Church Urban Fund 


Please debit my CAF card/ credit card/ debit card: 




_y\_ 

Valid From | || |/| 

Expiry Date /| 

Issue no (maestro only) 



Signature 

Date 


Gift Aid Declaration 

Increase the value of your gift, and help transform 
more lives at no extra cost to you. 

1 I (please tick) confirm that I am a UK tax 

I 1 payer and would like all my donations, 

past, present and future to Church Urban 
Fund (Registered Charity No. 297483) to 
be treated as gift aid donations. 

I understand that if I pay less income tax and/or 
capital gains tax in the current tax year than the 
amount of gift aid claimed on all my donations it 
is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

Please notify Church Urban Fund if you: 

■ want to cancel this declaration 

■ change your name or home address 

■ no longer pay sufficient tax 


Please detach the form and return with your donation to: 

Church Urban Fund, Church House, 27 Great Smith Street, London, SW1P 3AZ 

Registered charity no. 297483. A company limited by guarantee. Registered in Cardiff no. 2138994 

Data Protection Act 1998: By providing your personal details you agree to allow Church Urban Fund to contact you by mail, email, telephone 
or SMS text message in connection with its charitable purposes. Church Urban Fund does not make personal data available to external 
individuals or organisations. 


CHURCH 

URBAN 

FUND® 


T 020 7898 1647 E enquiries@cuf.org.uk W www.cuf.org.uk 
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Uniting science and religion 


SCIENCE and religion are being 
imaginatively brought together 
in the Diocese of Oxford, the 
Door reports on events and 
initiatives that are making this 
happen in schools, churches 
and science centres. 


by Berry Billingsley 

« ow do we know whats 

true?” “How do know 
what’s real?” “Can robots 
ever equal or surpass 
us?” When we were teenagers some of us 
enjoyed science fiction as a way to escape 
with some of the big questions of life, the 
universe and everything. Inside each story 
there seemed to be coherence and logic 
about what was taking place. 

Meanwhile, at school, lessons followed 
lessons in a jumbled, disconnected series 
of subjects and, at the end of the year came 
an exam. Once the exams were over you 
could put aside everything you’d learnt. 
Today, schools, and educationalists more 
widely are realising that it’s not enough 
to help children pass individual exams in 


science, English, maths and a language; we 
also need children who can be insightful 
and critical about what is presented to 
them as truth and knowledge. 

To develop this kind of insight, young 
people need opportunities to work across 
disciplines - and also to learn about 
the natures of our disciplines and their 
different strengths and weaknesses. 

In this new field, those teachers and 
educators who have given thought to how 
science and religion relate, and to how 
those relationships can be best explained 
to young people are arguably leaders 
among those grappling with this issue. 

Perhaps this helps to explain why a 
conference held at the end of October 
in Oxford on “Science, Religion and 
Education” drew a capacity audience of 
more than 90 delegates and featured 
presenters from eight countries (pictured 
right). The event was organised by the 
LASAR (Learning about Science and 
Religion) Project at Canterbury Christ 
Church University and the Department of 
Education at Oxford. 

A common theme was that the teaching 
of science and religion are kept very 


separate. Science teachers - even if they 
have faith - are not comfortable with 
bringing or addressing questions that 
relate to religion into their lessons as 
they fear they would go beyond the scope 
of the subject. Meanwhile teachers of 
the humanities subjects often don’t feel 
at home with scientific concepts and 
language. 

So how do we convey ideas about how 
science and religion relate to children - 
and are some analogies and metaphors 
more helpful to them than others? One 
metaphor that stood out is the metaphor 
of the kettle - and the question, “Why is 
the kettle boiling?” One answer is that the 
element is heating the water. Another is 
that I want a cup of tea. Those aren’t the 
only answers - and once we start to think 
there could be lots of answers which don’t 
necessarily compete and which indeed 
add more richness to the answer in one 
discipline alone. A similar question for 
younger children is: why did my doorbell 
ring? 

This event was the beginning, we hope, 
of more collaborations and international 
discussion. 



Professor Berry Billingsley is a 
Professor of Science Education at 
Canterbury University and the lead 
investigator for LASAR. Email berry, 
billingsley (a) canterbury, ac. uk or go 
to www.lasarproject.com The Revd 
Mark Laynesmith, Chaplain at Reading 
University, and Dr Keith Chappell, a 
lecturer at Reading whose own research 
has included ecology and science and 
society, particularly science and 
religion, are involved with LASAR. 


Starting with a bang - the big one - at Christ Church Cathedral 



by Jacqueline Holderness 

C hrist Church Cathedral Education 
Department recently hosted 
God and the Big Bang (GTTB). 
Magdalen College School and 
the Oxford Academy visited the cathedral 
for the event. This national initiative 
originated in Manchester in 2011, 
motivated by the findings of LASAR (see 
above). 

GTBB is now being led by Michael 
Harvey, who launched Back to Church 
Sunday in 2004. Michael now works 
with scientist Stephanie Bryant from the 
Faraday Institute, Cambridge, and enjoys 
encouraging Christians to care for the 
natural world. 

GTBB is funded by the Templeton World 
Charity Foundation. The project involves 
schools across the UK and supports 
teachers of science and RE to help students 
grapple with current ideas surrounding 
science and faith. GTBB inspires young 
people to embark on their own journey of 
discovery, creating a generation of excited, 
curious thinkers who will remember the 
event for many years to come. 

Earlier this year, more than 120 students 
from the two Oxford schools gathered 


in a marquee for a full-day, conference 
style school event, which started 
with a keynote talk by Andy Fletcher, 
the President and CEO of “Life, the 
Universe and Everything” - a non-profit 
organisation dedicated to working with 
international schools and communities, 
offering seminars on 20th and 21st 
century physics. His talk was challenging, 
entertaining and inspirational and 


certainly started the day with a bang - the 
big one. 

The students were then divided into 
four groups of 30 for workshops on 
topics including quantum mechanics, 
fractal geometry in nature and building 
earthquake-proof structures. Speakers 
included Tim Middleton and Anna Pearson 
(University of Oxford) and Naomi Brehm 
(University of Durham). 


They explained their own journeys 
through science and faith and covered 
questions such as: “Why does God 
love science?” and “Where is God in an 
earthquake?” The workshop sessions were 
interactive and involved resources, from 
marshmallows and skewers, to flowers and 
one penny coins. 

The students engaged well with the 
complex content and asked very profound 
and intriguing questions. In the final 
plenary the discussion was so lively 
and meaningful that a few students 
lingered on, reluctant to relinquish this 
opportunity to consider the big questions 
of life. 

As well as the staff from each school, we 
were joined by Professor Allan Chapman 
of Wadham College, Edmund Newey, Sub- 
Dean of Christ Church, and Samantha 
Cragg, Director of the Oxford Schools 
Chaplaincy. Everyone was so impressed 
by the quality of the event it is hoped that 
GTBB will return to Oxford next year. 

If your school is interested in hosting 
GTBB in collaboration with Christ 
Church, contact the Cathedral 
Education Officer: Jacqueline. 
Holderness@chch.ox.ac.uk. 


Cosmic Chemistry 7 with Crossing the Gap 7 in Harwell and Chilton 


AS the Door went to press, the organisers of a project 
that attracted national Church funding were getting 
ready for an event that would see Professor John 
Lennox talk on whether science and God can mix. 

John is an Emeritus Professor of Maths at Oxford 
University and an internationally renowned speaker on 
science, philosophy and religion. He was due to speak 
at the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory on "Cosmic 
Chemistry" as part of the "Crossing the Gap" project 
organised by the Harwell and Chilton Churches. Funded 
by the national Scientists in Congregations initiative, 
"Crossing the Gap" is a project with three strands. 

Dr Carina Lobley, a protein biochemist and one of the 
organisers, said: "On the last Friday of every month in 
term time we meet for Family Science Club. We have 
already met twice and spend time doing some hands- 


on science followed by reflecting on how this helps us 
understand a passage from the Bible in a new light. On 
alternate Thursdays we run a science discussion group 
which is a space to explore the relationship between 
science and the Christian faith and understand how a 
variety of people view this interaction. Each term we 
will have one keynote lecture, which is the opportunity 
to hear from well-known speakers to underpin our 
confidence in the compatibility between science and 
Christian faith." 

The Revd Dr Jonathan Mobey, the Rector of Harwell 
with Chilton and a practising GP, said: "We live in an area 
that is famous for cutting-edge science and technology, 
and many of our church members are practising or 
retired professional scientists. We realised, though, 
that many people, both church members and in the 


wider community, are uncertain about the relationship 
between science and faith - there is so much in the 
popular media about how they are supposed to be in 
conflict. We strongly feel this is not the case - science is 
a very Christian activity to be involved in, exploring and 
stewarding God’s wonderful creation, and discovering 
more about God in the process. Many leading scientists 
in history today are full of faith, and convinced that 
both the discoveries of science and the Christian faith 
as revealed in the Bible are true. Through our'Crossing 
the Gap’ project we hope to help people of all ages and 
levels of knowledge to explore how this can be." 
Professor John Lennox speaks at 7pm on Tuesday 29 
November. Admission is free but book at http://tiny. 
cc/cosmic. There will be a buffet from 6.30pm. The 
Laboratory is on the Harwell Campus, OX1 1 0FA. 



Advertising 



www.ichthusfamilyhistory.com 

YOUR FAMILY, YOUR TRUTH, OUR CALLING 

My aim is to help others research their families 
& learn the truth about their roots. Whoever our 
ancestors were, or whatever they did, they are 
still part of our past. Family History research 
undertaken in Oxfordshire, the Midlands, and the 
whole of the UK 

Please phone 01869 350651 
or email vince@ichthusfamilyhistory.com 
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St Michael's 

Priory 

At The Well.Willen 

Society of the Sacred Mission 


PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 

The Society of the Sacred Mission (SSM) 
is a religious order in the Church of 
England. Based in Milton Keynes, the 
religious community at St Michael's Priory 
has a life centred on daily Eucharist and 
prayer. Our community life is inclusive, 
and our mission and ministry with local 
churches and other organisations are 
central to the daily life of the Priory. SSM 
is seeking to recruit young people as 
Pastoral Assistants to help with the life 
and mission of the Priory. We encourage 
applications from those who might be 
interested in religious life, ordained or 
lay ministry, or who simply wish to learn 
by sharing the life of the community. We 
provide a stipend, good accommodation, 
meals, and will support relevant education 
and training. 

Further details are available in the first 
instance by contacting Karen Watson, 
Administrator, SSM Provincial Office, 

St Michael's Priory, The Well, Newport 
Road, Willen, Milton Keynes, MK15 
9AA. Telephone 01908 241974, email 
ssmlondon@yahoo.co.uk 

www.stmichaelspriory.org.uk 



Commit your 
work to the 
Lord, and 
your plans 
will be 
established. 

Proverbs 16 vs 3 (NRSV) 
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Kes the Copas Turkey dog looks after a flock at the Copas farm Photo: Copas Traditional Turkeys. 


AS Christmas gets closer, the 
Door looks at ways of making the 
festive season as Locally sourced, 
Organic, Animal-friendly and 
Fair Trade (LOAF) as possible. 

The Revd Canon Glyn Evans, the 
Diocesan Rural Officer, reflects on 
why Christians should consider 
how they source their food. 

L ast week we planned our Christmas 
day menu - for twelve. All the meat 
and vegetables will be sourced from 
farmers within 20 miles of where we 
live and bought through a local butcher, run 
by young entrepreneurial local farmers. The 
Christmas cake, the Christmas puddings and 
the jars of mincemeat already sitting in the 
larder have been made from ethically sourced 
ingredients, as Fair Trade as possible, and 
in support of the local economy of farmer 
friendly shops. The exercise is very strategic. 

“We can steward the 
earth by using our buying 
power...” 

Food is a gift of God. Jesus taught us to 
pray “Give us this day our daily bread.” This 
is as much about physical bread as it is about 
spiritual bread. The theologian writing the 
book of Genesis makes this explicit in the 
narrative of Gods creation. 

“Behold,” God says, “I have given you every 
plant and every tree. You shall have them for 
food.” 

And again in the recreation of the earth 
after the Flood: 

“Every moving thing that lives shall be food for 
you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give 
you everything (Gen. 9:3).” 


Humankinds connection to the land is also 
made explicit in the second story of creation. 
In Genesis chapter two God is imagined 
as fashioning the first human being from 
the earth itself. The first created being is a 
creature of the earth (Adamah in Hebrew) 
from which we get the name Adam. Adam is 
given what is the primary task of humanity, 
to till and work and care for the same earth 
from which the creature was fashioned. 

In the first accounts of the harvest festivals 
that connection with the land is identified 
as a sacred one (Deuteronomy 26) and the 
bringing forth of the produce encapsulated 
that sacredness. The gift of land becomes 
sacramental, a symbol of Gods love for us; 
the gift of food the outward expression of 
that sacrament. The instruction to care for 
the land is the responsibility endowed by 
that sacramental relationship: “Thy will be 
done in earth as it is in heaven.” 


When we buy food we are playing a part in 
shaping the food system and our connection 
with it. We can steward the earth by using 
our buying power and making choices. 

Buying local food creates the environment for 
growing food and for shaping the landscape 
we enjoy just as buying fairly traded products 
is a way of shaping the productivity and 
wellbeing of farmers and growers in other 
parts of the world. 

Buying local food makes a statement 
about the effect that food miles have on the 
environment, and assist the agricultural 
industry towards their targets of reducing 
their environmental impact. Buying food 
which we may have seen grown in the fields 
near to where we live provides economic 
return to the farmers who till the soil on 
our behalf. This may help us connect to the 
land of which we are a part and bring the 
sacrament of food a closer reality. 


Join the MK Food Revolution 


SOURCING local ingredients will be made easy in Milton Keynes at the third MK Feast which takes place at Bradwell Abbey this month. The 
event follows the success of the twice-annual FEAST. At the first FEAST in February 2016, crowds of more than 3,000 people visited and far 
exceeded the expectations of the organiser, Franzi Florack. 

Franzi expected 400 to 500 people at the first festival, where music and children's activities entertained shoppers. So she began 
organising the Christmas FEAST, which will include a range of street food traders, craft stalls, and a farmers' market. 

The festival has grown out of the MK Food Revolution, an initiative kickstarted by Franzi when she moved to the area from Leeds last year. 
With funding from Smart MK (an initiative run by the Open University), Franzi printed 100 "independent food passports" which she sold 
for £5. When passport holders shopped with an independent retailer, the passport was stamped and they were able to win prizes. "The 
scheme was set up to encourage people to shop locally and independently," says Franzi. 

The MK Food Revolution website now includes details of 47 independent producers. These include farmers who produce vegetables or 
meat that is sold locally, street food traders who produce their own food on site, or restaurants that source their ingredients locally. 

"It's really close to my heart to help Milton Keynes become a more environmentally friendly and sustainable community. Small traders 
have a rough deal as rates and rents are expensive so it's important that we support them," says Franzi, an academic who has just finished a 
PhD and now runs a micro pub and bottle shop, The MK Biergarten (www.mkbiergarten.co.uk) promotes drinks from local breweries and 
always has a beer from Franzi's home country of Germany on draught. 

The Christmas FEAST takes place on Sunday 1 1 December from 1 1 am to 4pm. www.mkfoodrevolution.org. 


More LOAF suppliers 

THE photo above shows Kes the dog 
managing the flocks at Copas Traditional 
Turkeys in Cookham, Berkshire. The award 
winning farm was founded when Tom Copas 
Seniors father gave the 18-year-old 153 
turkeys in 1957. Now a family business 
producing 38,000 turkeys every year, the 
farm has won an array of awards and Mr 
Copas himself gained the Turkey Man 
of the Year Award at the British Turkey 
Awards in 2013. For more see www. 
copasturkeys.co.uk. For more details of 
where to buy organic food in Berkshire see 
www. organicf oodee . com/shopping/ 
berkshire/. 


In Oxford, try buying seasonal vegetables 
from the organic vegetable van that tours 
the city, parking in different, easy-to- 
reach streets on different days. For more 
see cultivateoxford.org/. Also try the 
Talking Shop in Sandford-on-Thames 
for a coffee and the chance to buy local 
produce and crafts on Saturdays, 9am to 
noon and Fridays, 9.30am to 4.30pm: 
talkingshopsandford.wordpress.com. 
Just down the road from Oxford is Millets 
Farm. Enjoy a family day out as well as a 
place to shop for fresh produce, meat, fish, 
and Christmas gifts. 

www. milletsf ar mcentr e . com . 





Photo: Beverly Lloyd Roberts/Freeimages 
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Follow in St Nicholas' footsteps with Fair Trade gifts 



Maranda St John Nicolle on why 
she'll be giving Fairtrade gifts 
this Christmas. 

A bout 1,700 years ago, the story 
goes, a young man heard about 
a family so poor that the three 
daughters faced a very uncertain 
future. Concerned about their situation, 
Nicholas - later known as St Nicholas - put 
some money in a package and dropped it 
through the window of their house, where 
it fell into a stocking that was hung to dry. 
It was one of his many ways of showing 
love for neighbours - and is the basis for 
our tradition of Christmas stockings. 

Fast forward, and today the parish of St 
Nicolas, Earley in Berkshire is helping its 
parishioners fill Christmas stockings with 
gifts that enable our neighbours around the 
world to build a better future. A Fairtrade 
Church, they link with local Traidcraft 
Fair Trader Pam Thompson to offer 
parishioners an easy way to buy a wide 
range of Fair Trade food, cards and gifts. 

A Traidcraft catalogue and order forms 
are available in the church, and can be 
dropped off in the parish office. Orders 
are then gathered together, placed by Pam, 
and delivered to the church - cutting out 
delivery fees and saving time and money. 
They’re not alone: church-based Fair 
Traders in Milton Keynes, Deddington and 
many other areas are doing the same. 

Buying Fair Trade doesn’t have to cost a 
lot - and it really can make a difference. 


I’m planning my shopping now. For my 
niece, for example, I’ll be buying a Fair 
Trade finger puppet from Peru. As I 
choose which of the brightly coloured 
animals to purchase, I’ll remember 
meeting Julia, a Peruvian Fair Trade 
producer who told me how Fair Trade 
had given her hope when, as the 
struggling mother of a disabled child, 
she’d felt completely hopeless, unable to 
work outside the home because of her 
child’s needs. 

A Fair Trade cooperative provided her 
with a loom she could use to work at 
home while tending to her child. She 
eventually became the president of 
CIAP, the organisation which includes 
the people who made the finger puppet 
I’ll be buying. 

Some sweet- toothed friends will get 
baked goods where local products will 
be joined with dried fruit from the 
Eksteenskuil Cooperative in South 
Africa. Eksteenskuil is a remarkable success 
story of formerly disenfranchised people 
turning unwanted land into fruitful and 
productive vineyards that are a beacon of 
hope not just within their community but 
for miles around. Their fruit is sweet in 
both taste and impact. 

And for another person (I’d best not say 
who, as this comes out before Christmas) 
there’s a beautiful laptop bag from Creative 
Handicrafts, which helps disadvantaged 
communities in Mumbai, allowing them to 
avoid the exploitation that is often present 


in the garment industry. 

While my purchases alone are small, 

I know that when a lot of people buy 
small Fair Trade items, they can make a 
big difference to the people behind the 
products. That gives real pleasure - and 
I’m so grateful to be able to celebrate the 
coming of Christ by ensuring that the 
presents I’m giving in His honour are 
helping others to live with dignity. 

Maranda St John Nicolle is the World 
Development Advisor for the Oxford 
Diocese. 


Embrace an alternative way of giving 


I t’s Christmas morning. As you open 
your presents, you find an attractive 
card with a magnet attached. It’s a 
present that shows love for you - but 
you’re not the only one who benefits. 

The card represents a donation that was 
made in your honour - and because of that 
donation, a refugee family in the Middle 
East has received a much-needed food 
parcel. 

The past decade has seen huge growth 
in the giving of “alternative gifts”. The 
idea is simple and effective: you donate 
to a charity as a gift to someone here; the 
charity uses your donation to assist the 
people and communities it serves; and you 
are able to give the recipient here a card 
or other token explaining the gift and the 
good that it has enabled. Many charities 
offer them, large and small, those assisting 
people internationally and those assisting 
people in the UK. 

“The gifts bring 
joy to friends and 
family, especially at 
Christmas...” 

Embrace the Middle East’s alternative 
gift range includes not only food parcels, 
but care for pregnant refugee mothers, 
classroom supplies, access to clean water, 
and literacy classes. Jeremy Moodey, the 
CEO of Embrace, said: “With the Middle 
East constantly in the news, alternative 
gifts are a great way for people to respond 
to the enormous needs in the region. 



“The gifts bring joy to friends and 
family, especially at Christmas when 
people reflect on the nativity story, but 
they also bring comfort to those suffering 
from poverty or war in one of the most 
volatile regions in the world. Alternative 
gifts are a beautiful way to connect the 
generosity of our supporters with those 
who desperately need hope in the Middle 
East today.” 


For more see www.embraceme.org/ 
or call 01494 897950. See also: 

www.oxford.anglican.org/some- 

alternative-gifts/ 


Need some inspiration? 

We surveyed some local FairTraders to 
find out what's popular at Christmas. 

Foods: 

• Christmas biscuits 

• Chocolate coins (above) 

• Zaytoun dates - support the Middle 
East by buying these beautifully 
packaged dates from Traidcraft. 

Other gifts: 

Socks topped the lists of more than two of 
our FairTraders. 

Also popular are: 

• glittery boxes 

• friendship bracelets 

• finger puppets (below) 


Fairtrade hampers are a popular seller at 
the Mustard Seed in Faringdon: www. 
mustardseed.org.uk 



Want to find your nearest Fairtrade 
shop or Traidcraft Fair Trader? Visit 
www. oxford, anglican . org/where-to - 
buy-fairtrade, ring 01235 851763 or 
email maranda@ccow.org.uk. You can 
also shop online at 
www. traidcraf t shop .co.uk. 


Advertising 



enhancing church interiors 

Ronald Emett fine furniture 
www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
01308 868025 


E Sargeant & Son 

Funeral Directors 


A life well 
remembered 
lives on. 

Maidenhead 
01628 783 738 

Slough 

01753 520 081 

Windsor 
01753 865 982 


A funeral is a time 
to say goodbye and to 
remember the life of 
a person you love. It’s 
our privilege to be at 
your side. 

You can talk to us any 
time, day or night or 
for further information 
visit us at 

www. e sargeant. co. uk 


funeralpartners.co.uk 


i; 


Funeral Partners 



St Columba's House djh 

Retreat and Conference Centre 

Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey, GU22 8AB 


10 Meeting Rooms 
31 Beds 

Chapel and Oratory 

01483 766498 

www.stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

admin@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 


Registered charity in England and Wales No. 240675 



National Fruit 
Tree Specialists 

One of the UK’s largest suppliers of fruit trees and soft 
fruit plants including Cranberries and Goji Berries 


December Special Offer 

ALL APPLES HALF PRICE 


NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk or visit our website 

www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 



To advertise 
in this newspaper, 
contact Glenda or Michelle on 




01752 225623 

or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com 
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Advertisement Feature 


ST. MARY'S CONVENT 


WANTAGE 


St Mary's Convent offers a 
variety of facilities and flexible 
accommodation for Group Quiet 
Days and Group Retreats. Also, 
Conference facilities and private 
stays. 

Everyone is welcome at the 
Eucharist and Daily office in St 
Mary Magdalene's Chapel. 

For further details please contact: 

St Mary's Convent, Wantage, 
Oxfordshire, 0X12 9AU 
Tel: 01235 763141 
Email: guestwing@csmv.co.uk 
www.csmv.co.uk 




from everyone at 
Priory Automotive 

A tailor-made service supplying r 
vehicles ONLY to Clergy, 

Church Members 

and Charities ^ 


ALL MAKES 
& MODELS 
SUPPLIED 


HUGE 

CHOICE 


Every vehicle comes complete with service, 
history check, warranty, MOT, road tax and valet 

■ Over 35 years experience ■ Part exchange welcome 

■ Honest, ethical and reliable ■ NO HIDDEN COSTS! 


NATIONWIDE 

DELIVERY! 


AUTOMOTIVE 


99% 

CUSTOMER 
I SATISFACTION! 


www.prioryautomotive.com 



To advertise 
in this newspaper, 
contact Glenda or Michelle on 


SEEN 


01752 225623 

or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com 


DEPARTMENT FOR 

CONTINUING 

EDUCATION 


UNIVERSITY OF 

OXFORD 

History and 
Local History 
Part-time courses 2017 


• Foundation Certificate in History 

• Advanced Diploma in Local History 
(online) 

• Postgraduate Certificate in Historical 
Studies 

• MSc and DPhil in English Local History 




Day and Weekend 
Events 

• Places ofWorship in Britain & Ireland 
1929- 1 990, 27-29 Jan 

•James I and Europe: War, Diplomacy 
and Marriage, 4 Feb 

• Chapel: Researching the Local History 
Nonconformity, 4-5 Feb 

• Taking Sides:Writers, Artists and 
Volunteers in the Spanish Civil War, 

6 lectures 7 Feb - 14 Mar 

• The Man who Collected Oxfordshire, 
18 Feb 


Short online 
courses 

• Age of Revolution, I I Jan 

• Europe of the Dictators, I I Jan 

• Investigating the Elizabethans, 1 6 Jan 
NEW 

• The Wars of the Roses: Power, Politics 
and Personalities, 1 6 Jan 

• Britain and its Empire, 23 Jan 

• Civil War and Revolution: Britain 
Divided, 1 640-60, 23 Jan 

• Investigating the Victorians, 23 Jan 



www.conted.ox.ac.uk/the-door 1 7 


We all rely on seafarers. 

Seafarers rely on the Mission. 

90% of everything is traded by sea. 






w yr 1 tfl 


I Mm 


Help The Mission to Seafarers 
in our 160 th anniversary year. 

A gift of £10 helps to provide vital chaplaincy ship-visiting 
services to seafarers thousands of miles away from home 
on Christmas Day, in 200 ports in over 50 countries. 

Send your Advent prayers for seafarers to: 
prayers@missiontoseafarers.org 

Please send a cheque (Ref: Christmas Gifts Appeal) to 
The Mission to Seafarers, FREEPOST, London EC4B 4EP. 


Registered charity no. 1123613 (England & Wales) no. SC041938 (Scotland), www.missiontoseafarers.org 






Feature 11 

The artistic talents of our Church schools 


THE Diocese's Schools Department post bag was brimming with entries to the Christmas Card Contest. 
Pupils were asked to create a nativity-related drawing. Here are some of the winners and runners-up. 




Winner: Abbie, Year four, from Tackley CE Primary School 


Winner: Holly, Year Two, All Saints, Reading 



Winner: Hannah, Year Six from the Batt CE Primary School, 
Witney 


Winner: Mahi,Year Five, from St John's, Reading 



Have you got your Real Advent Calendar? 


DAVID Marshall from the Meaningful 
Chocolate Company kindly donated Real 
Advent Calendars to be sent to the winners 
and runners up of this year's Schools 
Department Christmas Card Competition. 

The calendars are just one of a selection 
of FairTrade Christmas treats produced 
by the Meaningful Chocolate Company. 

The FairTrade chocolate is produced 
in Banbury, just down the road from 
Church House Oxford, where the Door is 
put together. This year, the Meaningful 
Chocolate Company is also selling a Host 
of Angels (six chocolate angels) aimed 
at children, complete with the Christmas 
story. For adults, new for 201 6 is the Twelve 
Days of Christmas Truffles with a 1 6 page 
guide to the festival with contributions 
from the Revd Kate Bottley, Rt Revd 
Libby Lane - Bishop of Stockport, and the 
Archbishop of York. 

For more information see http://www. 
meaningfulchocolate.co.uk 



Sophie, 1 0, Stanton Harcourt CE school 



Jude, Year Four, Swanbourne, Mursley 
and Drayton Parslow CE Schools 



Ellen, Marlborough CE School, Woodstock 



Finn, Year Two, FinstockCE School 



William, Year Six, St Mary's and St Giles, 
Stony Stratford CE School 



Ella, Year Two, Maids Moreton CE School 
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Advertisement Feature 


St Michael’s Church Cumnor 

Children & Young Families Worker 

(Part-time) 

Are you looking for a challenge? Do you have ideas about how to 
share the good news of Jesus with children and young families? 
Would you enjoy exploring and developing opportunities within a 
church setting and the wider community? 

St Michael’s Church Cumnor, in the Diocese of Oxford, is looking for a 
Children & Young Families worker to take a leading role in the development of 
the Parish’s outreach work among children and young families. 

We are looking for someone with initiative and good team working skills to help 
us develop this exciting area of our ministry. 

Conditions: Part time 15 hours per week with the flexibility to work up to 18 

hours per week during school term time, balanced by reduced hours 
during school holidays. 



ORDER NOW FOR 


Salary £18,000 - £22,000 for 37.5 hours per week pro rata, depending on 
experience and qualifications . 

The post is subject to enhanced DBS clearance and has a genuine occupational 
requirement for Christian applicants. The appointment will be for one year 
initially. 

To apply, or for a more detailed job description, please contact: 

Sarah Evans, Parish Administrator. Tel: 01865 861541 
Email office@cumnor.org . 


Deadline for applications: Friday December 9th 
Interview date: Week beginning December 12 th 




o 




only from 


thepurpleveil.com 


£1.00 P&P per book* 
*UK only 



★ ★★★★ 

five star reviews 
on amazon.co.uk 


Gileod 

FOUNDATIONS 


The scale of drug and 
alcohol problems in the UK 

According to figures from the National 
Treatment Agency, it is estimated that 
293,879 people age 15-64 are opiate or 
crack cocaine users in England. 

The Office for National Statistics reported 
in November 2006 that the alcohol related 
death rate in the UK doubled from 4,144 
deaths in 1991 to 8,386 deaths in 2005. 

Gilead Foundations, working in 
collaboration with RECIC, has a continual 
success rate of 85%* for people measured 
two years after completing our 
rehabilitation programme. 

*Surveyed in 2014 


If you, or someone you know 
would like more information 
or would like to make an 
application, please contact: 

Tel: 01837 851240, 
admin@gilead.org.uk 



working in collaboration with 

RISDON ENTERPRISES CIC 

Offering a residential rehabilitation programme 
for people with life-controlling addictions, such 
as drug or alcohol abuse, homelessness, gambling, 
eating disorders, self harm, and other addictive 


Unlocking people... 
Releasing potential 



Service users also receive life skills and 
training in agricultural and administrative roles. 


“The work therapy and training at Gilead helped to 
stabilise and train me for life outside. Since 
completing the programme, I have moved into my 
own home with my son and I have a full time job 
which I love. It has been a challenging time taki 
on full responsibility and control of my 

Pam, Gilead graduate in 2013, 
heroin and valium from the age of 16 


behaviours. 


Based on a working farm in rural Devon, with a 
dairy herd and free range egg production. 




Registered charity 232759 


Advertisement Feature 
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Share the good news of Christmas with 
a child close to you by giving them this 
heartwarming and refreshing retelling 
of why Jesus came. 

And because we want as many 
children as possible to know the real 
Christmas story, we're offering you this 
delightful booklet FREE. Just visit our 
website — and while you're there, check out the 
animated video version too! 


So why are we doing this? 

We're committed to bringing the Bible to life for 
every man, woman and child around the world. 

And by requesting your own copy, you can 

help us bring the 
nativity story to 
life for a child this 
Christmas. 


The booklet is absolutely free. You will have an 
opportunity to contribute to delivery costs with a no 
obligation donation. Bulk copies are available at a 
ministry price of 50p each - see website for details. 


Bringing 

the Bible to Life 


Contact us today to request your FREE booklet: 


biblesociety.org.uk/freebooklet 


01793 418300 
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Advertisement Feature 



Sadly, our help is still needed 


Church 


We’ve been helping 
homeless people 
for 125 years 


You can help homeless people rebuild their lives. Please donate today. 


Please accept my/our donation of □ £250 
I enclose a □ cheque □ postal order 

or charge my □ Visa □ Mastercard 

Name 

Address 


Postcode 


□ £100 □ £50 □ £25 0£15 Other £ 

□ charity voucher (payable to Church Housing Trust) 

□ CharityCard □ Maestro 

Cardnumber GDDD DDDD DDDD DDDD 

Issue no. [][] We need your postcode 


Expiry date 


(Maestro only) 


to process card donations 


Phone 

Email 


Please contact me □ by email □ by post □ about legacies □ do not contact me □ I do not require a receipt 


q'rft<ud & 


□ Please reclaim the tax on this and/or future donations (delete as applicable) until further notice. I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of UK 
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports 
Clubs (CASCs) to which I donate will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. 


Signed Date 

Please return your completed form to: Church Housing Trust, PO Box 50296, London EC IP 1WF The Door Xmas 2016 

020 7269 1 630 Hinfo@churchhousingtrust.org.uk Owww.churchhousingtrust.org.uk Charity No. 802801 lmagecourtesyofwww.cgpgrey.com 





Comment & News 



Letters to the editor are very welcome and should be sent either by email to jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Letters at 
the Door ; Church House Oxford ' Langford Locks , Kidlington, 0X5 1 GF. The Editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. Letters sent 
electronically will be more likely to be published. Letters should be no more than 300 words. 


A prayer for "those troubled in mind"? 

Growing up in Sheffield during the 1940s, I went with 
my parents to the evening service at St Andrews Church, 
Sharrow. 

One of the prayers was for “ Those troubled in mind” - 
appropriate for many of us from time to time. 


I cannot find the prayer in my old prayerbook and I 
wonder if the St Andrews order of service differed in some 
way. Perhaps, through your readership, a reference for the 
prayer could be found? I would be grateful. 

Colin Stephens. St John 9 s , Woodley, Berkshire. 


In The Book of Common Prayer there is a section 
called the Visitation of the Sick and in it “a prayer 
for persons troubled in mind or in conscience. 99 This 
might well he what Colin was remembering? 

Gavin Knight. 

O Blessed Lord , the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comforts: We beseech thee, look down in pity and compassion 
upon this thy afflicted servant. Thou writest bitter things 
against him, and makest him to possess his former iniquities; 
thy wrath lieth hard upon him, and his soul is full of trouble: 
But, 0 merciful God, who hast written thy holy Word for 
our learning, that we, through patience and comfort of 
thy holy Scriptures, might have hope; give him a right 
understanding of himself, and of thy threats and promises; 
that he may neither cast away his confidence in thee, nor 
place it any where but in thee. Give him strength against all 


his temptations, and heal all his distempers. Break not the 
bruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax. Shut not up thy 
tender mercies in displeasure; but make him to hear of joy and 
gladness, that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
Deliver him from fear of the enemy, and lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon him, and give him peace, through the 
merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Extract from The Book of Common Prayer, the rights 
in which are vested in the Crown, are reproduced 
by permission of the Crowns Patentee, Cambridge 
University Press. 

The Revd Gavin Knight is the joint author of 
Disturbed by Mind and Spirit, published by 
Bloomsbury . He is also the Vicar of St MichaeVs, 
Summertown, in Oicford. 


Could you become an advocate for the Children's Society? 


The hidden 
congregation 

by Brian Griffiths 

T he Church of St Peter and 
St Paul, Aston Rowant 
is like so many English 
churches - Norman with 
Early English additions. It gets 
lots of visitors. The visitors book 
shows over 200 per annum but 
our church warden estimates its probably twice this. A 
significant proportion is international - last summer 
on just one day we had visitors from Sweden, Russia 
and China. I personally find the fact that we have this 
number of visitors exciting since it effectively represents 
another congregation. I call this our ‘hidden’ or ‘unseen’ 
congregation and it begs the question: what are we doing 
for them? In trying to answer this question we are 
helped by the results of two church surveys. 

The first survey & 2 ) showed that 86 per cent of the 
population had visited a church during the previous 
year. Asked what they wanted to see, 70 per cent said 
the following three things: some evidence that the 
church was ‘alive’, some form of guide and somewhere 
to be quiet and sense God. The second survey ( 3 ), asked 
committed Christians to tick two or three things of a 
list of 20 that had positively influenced their coming to 
faith. Four per cent said it was a visit to an open church, 
(i.e. not during a service). 

With these enthusing statistics, we all have a basis for 
how we can minister to our hidden congregation/s. In 
Aston Rowant, we have: 

• the church news and activities booklet at the 
entrance, which shows the life of the church 

• displays of things the mums’ and toddlers’ group 
have made 

• produced a church tour of five ‘stations’ telling the 
story of the church. In addition there is a box of 
labels on which visitors can write prayers of their 
own which they can attach to a prayer tree on the 
Communion Table. We pray for them at our next 
Sunday service 

• provided an ‘I- Spy’ booklet and trail for the children 
and families which they can fill in as they walk round 

• labelled all the major artefacts around the church to 
explain what they are, their context and how they 
contribute to the life of the church. 

The Revd Dr Brian Griffiths is a member of the team 
at Aston Rowant. 

References: 

1. Opinion Research Business (ORB) survey commissioned 
jointly by English Heritage and the Church of England, 2003. 

2. Cooper, T 2004 ‘ How do we keep our parish churches?’ 

New Maldon: The Ecclesiological Society. 

3. Web reference: www.talkingjesus.org/search/talking- 
jesus -booklet, cfm 


by Rachel Brockie 

T he Children’s Society is a leading national charity, 
committed to building a country where all 
children are free from disadvantage. We would like 
to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to 
our amazing volunteers and supporters across the Diocese 
of Oxford. In the past financial year the impact of your 
support contributed to us directly working with 18,164 
children and young people and your campaigning support 
contributed to positive change for more than 5.6 million 
young people. We are looking for people in the Oxford 
Diocese to become advocates for The Children’s Society to 
enable us to continue and expand our work. 

By becoming a volunteer, you would be pivotal in 
increasing awareness within your community of our 
vital work. We are looking for people who are passionate 
about helping disadvantaged children and young people, 
and who want to channel this passion by becoming 
Volunteer Speakers, Deanery Ambassadors, or Diocesan 
Ambassadors. 

Jane Penson is the Deanery Ambassador for Amersham. 
Originally Jane became a Volunteer Speaker for the 
charity in 2015 before becoming a Deanery Ambassador, 
a role which she explains as “not just giving talks but 
also spreading the word and chatting to people about the 
work of The Children’s Society”. In this role Jane is able 
to use her local knowledge and networks to help increase 


awareness locally, and she highlights the importance of 
having the motivation and the willingness to get out there 
and talk to people. 

Becoming a volunteer for The Children’s Society is an on- 
going role, and when it comes to understanding the time 
commitment of volunteering, Jane says: “It differs from 
one week to the next. I think maybe the most important 
thing to do is to not over promise; if you believe you can 
spend a couple of mornings a week then only promise to 
spend a couple of mornings a week.” 

135 years ago volunteers founded our charity with 
blessing and support from The Church of England. 

Together we have had such a positive impact on the lives of 
so many children that we have supported. Volunteers from 
the Church continue to play a key role today and remain 
absolutely integral in enabling the charity to transform 
the lives of today’s children who find themselves at crisis 
point. 9,800 people currently volunteer with The Children’s 
Society and we work to ensure they find their experience 
rewarding, and they benefit from staff support and 
training on an ongoing basis. 

If you are considering taking on a new challenge in 
2017, do please find out more about the roles that 
The Children 9 s Society currently have available by 
contacting Rachel Brockie, the Regional Fundraising 
Manager on 07775 812 349, 01367 241 273 or Rachel. 
Brockie@childrenssociety. org.uk . 
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16 God in the life of... 



AN inspiring theme of hope 
runs through Peronel Barnes's 
landscape paintings. Peronel, 
who is also a qualified teacher 
and a business woman, tells Jo 
Duckies her story. 

W hile her parents didn’t direct 
her to develop a personal 
faith in God, Peronel did 
grow up in a home where 
Christianity was part and parcel of life. “I 
thought God was part of everyone’s family 
and it wasn’t until I went to boarding 
school that I realised it was unusual. 

My parents’ lives included God in the 
everyday, such as prayers at bedtime and 
saying grace before meals.” 

Peronel remembers a series of interesting 
visitors through the house as she was 
growing up. These included a prisoner just 
released from solitary confinement and a 
group of nuns who were looking to find a 
base in the UK. 

“It’s about painting in a 
way that is honouring 

God...” 

Growing up in a Christian family meant 
attending youth camps in the summer, 
and it was taking part in a dramatic 
performance of Psalm 139 that helped 
Peronel in her own faith. 

“Through that experience I got to know 
the Holy Spirit,” she says. “As my life 
has progressed my faith has been a daily 
working that out. Figuring out what God 
has asked of me includes my life as an 
artist. I remember my father saying that 
‘of those who are given much, much is 
expected’ and I was incredibly fortunate 
in the upbringing I had. I went to a school 
that suited me and gained a place at a 
teacher training college - all of the things 
that were right for me at the time.” 

After college Peronel became an art 
teacher for a couple of years, before going 
into business, advising micro-companies 
that employ up to five people or have a 


turnover of up to £10m a year. 

She had always been an artist, but her 
move into professional painting came 
in 2008 when she lost her three biggest 
contracts and prolapsed three discs in 
three days. On morphine and only able to 
sit for a couple of hours per day, she says 
that was the kick she needed to change her 
life. 

“I was painting regularly and doing a 
little bit of art teaching,” says Peronel. 
“This time helped me realise these were 
skills, gifts and talents that are part and 
parcel of who I am and I felt I should have 


been using them more. 

“I was on holiday, enjoying swimming in 
the beautiful, warm Aegean Sea when I felt 
God say that I should be painting ‘hope’. 

I started wondering how I could put that 
into practice. It’s been about painting in 
a way that is honouring God - including 
the beauty of creation - land, sea and sky. 

I want to be able to allow my viewer to 
experience God. 

“Sometimes I get it right, sometimes 
I get it wrong. My painting can express 
where I am and what I’m feeling. I won’t 
notice until two years later and I’ll think 


‘that was a bit gloomy’. 

“I now paint professionally and do 
training. Training is similar to teaching but 
the people in the room want to be there. 

I help people who don’t think they are 
creative tap into their creativity.” 

And when she’s not painting or teaching 
art, Peronel’s business skills are put to 
work at 3D Coaching, a company that 
specialises in coaching and facilitating 
better conversations for employees and 
leaders at various organisations and 
businesses. Clients include churches and 
the Diocese of Oxford. 

Now with 13 godchildren, aged 
between 14 and 44, Peronel says her own 
godparents were a major influence. “They 
were warm, secure and reliable. They 
were surrogate parents when I wasn’t in a 
position to talk to my parents,” she says. 

“I help people who don’t 
think they are creative 
tap into their creativity.” 

Peronel says she enjoys words and 
a number of writers have been major 
influences in her life. One of her favourites 
is Corrie Ten-Boom, the daughter of a 
Dutch watchmaker who gave Jews a safe 
place to hide during the Second World 
War. Another is Eugene Peterson, the 
American pastor who translated the Bible 
into contemporary language. His version 
is known as The Message and in it Peterson 
explains that he has tried to stick as close 
to the original meanings of the texts 
as possible. She also cites The Prayer of 
Jabez by Bruce Wilkinson as a favourite. 
Wilkinson’s book is about Jabez’s prayer 
in 1 Chronicles 4 vs 10, and encourages 
Christians to pray for blessings. “I’ve 
also been influenced by poets - TS Eliot, 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, RS Thomas, 
David Whyte,” says Peronel. One of her 
favourite poems is ‘Santiago’, by David 
Whyte. 

Peronel worships at St Aldate’s Church, 
Oxford . See Peronel, com for more on 
her work. See page 15 for one of her 
paintings. 


WALKER 

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 

TRADITION IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT 

LATER LIFE PLANNING, TRADITIONAL 
AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS & 
MEMORIALS, BEREAVEMENT CARE 


FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS 

HEAD OFFICE READING 0118 957 3650 

www.abwalker.co.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Taylors of Oxford Robe Makers, 

Estate Yard Workshops, Cuckoo Lane, 
North Leigh, Witney, Oxon, 0X29 6PS 

TEL (01993) 886802 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


There is i 


ord, 


and there is no Cod besides you? 
according to all that we have 
heard with our ears. 

ICh 17:20 (ESV) 


"The Prayer 
Book is a 
profoundly 
valuable 
inheritance 
which we 
neglect at 
our peril." 

Rowan Williams 



0118 984 2582 
pbs.admin@pbs.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1 099295 



Join us. pbs.org.uk 


CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD1216 



STAINED GLASS 
ARTISTS AND 
CRAFTSMEN 


Design, Restoration 
and Installation of all 
traditional leaded light 
window and door panels 

Specialist in the 
reproduction of hand 
painted and decorative 
stained glass 

Expert church window 
and stained glass cleaning 
service 

Commissions undertaken 
Residential and 
Ecclesiastical 

EST 1 990 with over 



40 years experience 

LEADCRAFT 

STAINED GLASS STUDIO 

3 Malthouse Lane, 

Reading RG I 7JA 
Tel: 01 18 956 8534 
By appointment only 




barrydavis 1 955@btinternet.com 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk 
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By the Ven. Guy Elsmore 

O f all the birds in the garden, 
the robin is one of the most 
familiar and welcome sights. 
Robins keep to a very definite 
territory throughout the year and have 
the reputation of being relatively unafraid 
of people. It is a common experience to 
be digging in the garden or allotment and 
to notice a robin suddenly hopping round 
nearby, looking for any tasty creatures 
revealed by the disturbance of the soil. 

At this time of year, when many other 
birds have migrated and when there is 
little colour in the garden, the robins 
familiar red breast becomes especially 
noticeable. It is not only in the garden that 
we see robins at this time of year. They are 
a stock image on many a Christmas card 
and Christmas decorations and even find 
their way into the odd Christmas song. 

The robins distinctive appearance has 
caused it to be a feature of various myths 
and legends down the years and even to be 
linked in folklore with the story of Jesus. 
According to legend, the robin sang to 
the dying Christ and was stained with his 
blood. 

“ Contemplation of the 
humble robin yields 
layers of richness..” 

All of this familiarity and loveliness 
hides, though, a sinister truth about “the 
gardeners friend”. The male robins song 
may be beautiful to listen to but it is a war 
cry. This little bird, especially the male of 
the species, is a fierce fighter and he will 
defend his territory with extreme violence 
from the encroachment of a competing 
male. Robins will frequently fight to the 
death. 

The physiology of this little bird also 
holds mysteries, yet to be fully understood 
by science. The internal navigation system 
of the robin is rooted in the quantum 
entanglement of electrons in an area of 
its brain. The understanding of this is 
currently on the absolute edge of scientific 
understanding. 

The consideration of any aspect of 
creation, be it even the simplest and 
most familiar plant or creature, leads 
us into wonder and into the presence 
of the God who is the maker of all life. 
Contemplation of the humble robin yields 
layers of richness which make any work 
of art created by the human hand seem 
shallow. The photograph above is of a 
little robin who recently hopped around 
us while we were having a picnic by Lake 
Windermere. The beautiful detail seen 
when one looks closely at its feathers is 


wonderful and reminds me of the words of 
the 13th century German philosopher and 
mystic Meister Eckhart, who wrote, “Every 
creature is a word of God.” 

We live in an age which is increasingly 
materialistic and whose pursuit of material 
gain has pushed the natural world to its 
limits. Perhaps the humble robin might 
be a reminder to us, in this season of 
winter, of a different richness which is 
all around us. In Romans 1 verse 20 Paul 
writes “For ever since the world was created, 
people have seen the earth and sky. Through 
everything God made, they can clearly see his 
invisible qualities — his eternal power and 
divine nature. So they have no excuse for not 
knowing God.” 

It can be difficult to find the right 
language to talk about God with our non- 
Christian friends or colleagues. Perhaps 
there is common ground to be found in the 
contemplation of nature, whose beauty 
witnesses to the creative goodness of God. 

“ For St Francis, the veil 
between heaven and 
earth was very thin.” 

In our rural parishes among the services 
which are steadily gaining in popularity 
are those which are linked to the rhythm 
of the seasons. In our urban areas forms of 
worship which are rooted in encountering 
God in nature, such as Forest Church (and 
even “Mossy Church” for younger people) 
are gaining traction. 

For St Francis, the veil between heaven 


and earth was very thin. No more so than 
when he contemplated the animals. One 
of his most famous sermons is the one he 
preached to the birds, whom he addressed 
as his little sisters, and whose song he 
heard as a song of praise to God. 

“My little sisters, the birds, much bounden 
are ye unto God, your Creator, and always 
in every place ought ye to praise Him, for 
that He hath given you liberty to fly about 
everywhere, and hath also given you double 
and triple rainment; ye sow not, neither do 
you reap; and God feedeth you, andgiveth you 


the streams and fountains for your drink; the 
mountains and valleys for your refuge and the 
high trees whereon to make your nests...” 

Perhaps not many of us are called to 
preach to the birds as Francis did, but 
it does all of us good to spend time in 
contemplation of nature in all its fierce 
and complex beauty - even the humble 
robin has a sermon to share. 

The Ven. Guy Elsmore is the Archdeacon 
of Buckingham. 


Helping our feathered friends through the winter 

by Katie Phoenix 

AS winter approaches, it's the perfect time 
to start putting out more food to help 
some of the UK's declining species survive. 

Natural foods are in short supply and 
people can help supplement the birds' diet 
by regularly putting out a range of titbits. 

"Different types of birds need different 
kinds of food. Blackbirds, starlings and 
robins will eat fat, fruit, and mealworms, 
while chaffinches, goldfinches and collared doves are seed eaters, preferring 
sunflower hearts, nuts and nyjer seed," said RSPB wildlife advisor and head bird food 
chef Ben Andrew. "We suggest bird food like seed mixes, sunflower hearts, and fat 
balls, along with leftovers from the kitchen like cooked rice, uncooked porridge 
oats, chopped bacon, cheese, pastry, dried and fresh fruit. You should avoid dried 
coconut, cooked porridge, margarines and vegetable oils. 

"Water is also vital for drinking and bathing, and bird baths can be kept from 
freezing over using small floating items like twigs or ping pong balls. And never use 
antifreeze!" 

Katie Phoenix is a Media Officer for the RSPB. More information is available at 
www.rspb.org.uk Photo: Free Images/Boris Smolinksi 
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SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


Dartmouth 

Devon 

Delightful ground floor flat 
with glorious views across 
river Dart. 

Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 
twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 




Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door readers 

Real and friendly people... not machines! 

Our insurance has a customer 24-hour helpline, full medical 
cover with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

Book your annual travel insurance this year to beat 
the 2017 price increase PLUS an extra £20 OFF 


LONG STAY. SINGLE TRIP. AND CRUISE COVER 
available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2017 

Annual multi-trip cover (max. age 85) 
Single trip cover (NO max. age) 

Conditions apply 

Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the FCA 



UK 

BASED 







www.lightline.org.uk 


Walking with Jesus in 

The Holy Land 

Led by 

Bis hop John Pritchard 

8th - 17th May 2017 


For a brochure please call 
01992 576065 
info@lightline.org.uk 


Ligh+line 

Pilgrimages 


Chapel of the Blessed Trinity 
Stonor Park, Nr Henley on Thames 

ORGANIST 

The Chapel of the Holy Blessed 
Trinity celebrates Mass every Sunday 
throughout the year with a congregation 
of between 40-80. 

We are looking for organists to join a 
rota to assist each Sunday. 

We do not have a regular choir but 
occasional singers. 

The position may suit organ scholars or 
talented organists. 

Three manual electric organ. 

Rota to commence December 2016 

For more information please write to 

administrator@stonor.com or telephone 
01491 638858 

Charity number 220751 



To advertise 
in this newspaper, 
contact Glenda or Michelle on 

01752 225623 

or email 

glenda@cornerstonevision.com 


December prayer diary 

The following is for guidance only; please feel free to adapt to local condit 


Our purpose is to create a caring, 
sustainable and growing Christian 
presence in every part of the Diocese 
of Oxford. 

'And the one who was seated on the 
throne said, “See, I am making all 
things new.”’ 

Revelation 21:5 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

THURSDAY 1 Amersham with 
Coleshill: Tim Harper, Tim Barnard, 
Kathryn Ridout, David Robinson, Sheila 
Shield, Ian Morgan and Steve Poulson. 
Pray that our work with young people 
and our schools will continue to flour- 
ish. Pray that our growing ministry as 
a 'hub’ parish, sharing resources with 
others, will be blessed. St Marys Pri- 
mary School, Amersham and Coleshill 
Primary School. 

FRIDAY 2 Beaconsfield: Jeremy 
Brooks, Narinder Tegally, Camilla 
Walton, Carolynn Croisdale-Appleby, 
Cathy Smith and Hazel Chow. For all 
the schools and young people coming 
into our churches over the Christmas 
period; that they would see the love of 
God in the midst of their celebrations. 
For the Beaconsfield Advisory Centre, 
providing support and advice for those 
in need. St Mary and All Saints Primary 
School, Beaconsfield. 

SATURDAY 3 Chalfont St Giles, Seer 
Green and Jordans: For the ministers 
in the benefice at this time, especially 
for Cassa Messervy and Linda West 
at Seer Green and for Jenny Tebboth, 
Angela Thompson and Ian Brown in 
Chalfont St Giles. For the many ser- 
vices over Christmas and the large 
numbers of visitors expected, and for 
our ministry and mission to occasional 
visitors, especially for the start of an 
Alpha course on 18 January in Chalfont 
St Giles. Seer Green School. 

MONDAY 5 Chalfont St Peter: Wen- 
dy Graham, Ben Topham, Jim King, 
Luke Maxted, Amy- Jane Farrar, Bob 
Older and Meriel Garnham. For contin- 
ued fellowship and growth in our work 
with children and young people and in 
the congregations of our three churches 
during the vacancy. For Gods blessing 
and guidance in our search for a new 
vicar. Chalfont St Peter Academy. 


TUESDAY 6 Dorchester Team Minis- 
try: Sue Booys, Paul Cawthorne, Caro- 
line King, Michael Lakey, Jon Roberts, 
Jennifer Morton and Margaret Craig. 
For all the parishes working together 
in the Dorchester Team: Berinsfield, 
Clifton Hampden, Culham, Dorchester, 
Drayton St Leonard, Long and Little 
Wittenham, Marsh and Toot Baldon 
with Nuneham Courtenay, Newington, 
Stadhampton with Chiselhampton and 
Warborough. For the ministers who 
serve in the parishes, in particular Revd 
Dr Michael Lakey in the early days of 
his ministry in the Bridge Group and 
for all our lay officers. Particularly for 
our Advent prayer initiative, for all the 
parishes as they put together their mis- 
sion plans and for those in individual 
parishes and across the team as we 
continue to respond to Leading your 
Church into Growth. St Birinus Pri- 
mary School, Clifton Hampden Primary 
School, Culham Primary School, Long 
Wittenham Primary School and Marsh 
Baldon Primary School. 

WEDNESDAY 7 Chesham Bois: Lau- 
rie Clow, Christopher Clare, Peter Flory, 
Peter Ibison, Jackie Lambert, Averil 
Stephenson and Vicky Burton. For the 
leadership at St Leonards - the staff 
team and PCC - as they seek the Lords 
direction together for new opportuni- 
ties to preach the Gospel and share the 
love of God with the local community. 
For fellowship in the parish as we wor- 
ship as three very different congrega- 
tions - for unity in Jesus and for us 
to rediscover the joy of our identity in 
Christ and the excitement of Christ 
in us and all that that might mean. 
Chesham Bois School. 

THURSDAY 8 Denham: Christoph 
Lindner and Joyce Tearall. For the many 
opportunities to connect with our local 
community this Christmas and that 
seeds would be sown that will bear rich 
fruit. For our church family in this new 
ministry season: that we would grow in 
unity and be deeply rooted in Christs 
love as we discern Gods mission to- 
gether. 

FRIDAY 9 Great Milton with Little 
Milton and Great Haseley: Simon 
Cronk, Tony Jefferis and Toby Garfitt. 
For all preparations for Christmas with 
churches and schools. Give thanks for 
the completion of the first benefice 
Alpha course. Great Milton School and 
Little Milton School. 


SATURDAY 10 Great Chesham: Si- 
mon Cans dale, Sylvester Liyanage, John 
Shepherd, Tim Yates, Hilary Wilson, 
John Spence, Tom Watts, Sarah Shelley, 
Andrew Patterson, Jean Corfield, Geoff 
Houston, Don Sanderson and Hilary 
Unwin. For resilience and wisdom as we 
start four new afternoon congregations 
at St Marys, Chesham. For our Chris- 
tians against Poverty and Foodbank 
ministries in the lead-up to Christmas. 
The Chiltern Hills Academy. 

MONDAY 12 Penn and Tylers Green: 

Mike Bisset, Graham Summers and 
David Carter. For all those who will 
receive one of the 550 Chris tingles we 
make in the run up to Christmas. For 
our first Christmas Tree Festival, that 
it will engage minds and hearts in the 
community. 

TUESDAY 13 Gerrards Cross and 
Fulmer: Martin Williams, Jill Roth, 
Meyrick Beebee, Christopher Lion, 
James Leach, John Hedley, Christoph 
Lindner, Di Rowlandson and Tim Nor- 
ton. Pray that those who have been on 
Alpha will travel on in their exploration 
of faith in Christ. That the Christmas 
outreach we have planned will touch 
our community with Chris ts love. Ger- 
rards Cross School. 

WEDNESDAY 14 Deanery of Aston 
and Cuddesdon For the Deanery of- 
ficers - Alan Garratt, Simon Richards, 
Mike Powell, Sue Tibbies, David Hey- 
wood, Beau Stevenson, Janet Pickard 
and for the Standing Committee and 
Pastoral Committee members. For 
the parishes as they prepare for the 
Christmas season and the opportuni- 
ties that this presents for mission. For 
the benefices of Benson and Ewelme, 
Brightwell Baldwin and Cuxham with 
Easington as they continue to look for 
a new rector. Pray for the PCCs, retired 
clergy and other members of the min- 
istry team during the vacancy. For the 
Icknield Benefice as it begins a vacancy 
and starts the process of looking for 
a new vicar. Pray for the PCC, retired 
clergy and other members of the minis- 
try team during the vacancy. 

THURSDAY 15 Albury with Tidding- 
ton, Holton, Waterperry, Water- 
stock and Wheatley: Nigel Hawkes, 
Richard Bainbridge, Marian Brown, 
Albert Eastham and Lucy Betts. For the 
appointment of a priest to serve as a 
House for Duty colleague in the bene- 
fice. For the development of the project 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 
11am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 


WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 
lpm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

CHRISTMAS DAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.45am Matins; 11am Choral 
Eucharist; 6pm Said Evening Prayer. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 
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ions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries. 


LIVING 


BB uEE 


SUSTAINING THE 
SACRED CENTRE 


to refit St Marys, Wheatley with facili- 
ties for this and future generations. 
Wheatley Primary School. 

FRIDAY 16 Beckley, Forest Hill, 
Horton cum Studley and Stanton St 
John: Andrew Pritchard-Keens, Hugh 
Lee and David Bendor-Samuel. For the 
new family service on the first Sunday 
of each month with childrens tea and 
the new less formal service on the 
fourth Sunday in the evening. Beckley 
Primary School. 

SATURDAY 17 Garsington, Cuddes- 
don and Horspath: Emma Pennington 
and Mark Chapman. For the people of 
Cuddesdon whose church is undergoing 
extensive restoration at the moment, 
that the works on the building and rec- 
ognition of their shared heritage will be 
a blessing to all who love the place and 
worship there. For those in our benefice 
who will struggle with family problems 
and a deep sense of grief at this time of 
year - that they may find peace. Gars- 
ington Primary School and Horspath 
Primary School. 

MONDAY 19 Benson Pray that some- 
one will be inspired to become a new 
Minister for us at St Helens. For the 
successful outcome of our proposed 
merger with the Ewelme Benefice. Ben- 
son Primary School. 

TUESDAY 20 Chalgrove with Der- 
rick Salome: Ian Cohen and Bob 
Heath- Whyte. For our adventure in 
re-inhabiting the Church in Chalgrove 
after its restoration and thanksgiving 
for the place that our church life has in 
the village of Berrick Salome. 

WEDNESDAY 21 Chinnor, Syden- 
ham, Aston Rowant and Crowell: 

Maggie Thorne and David Bartlett. For 
our work in our schools through Open 
The Book, REInspired and Prayer Spaces 
in Schools; for our church buildings and 
the wise decisions that will need to be 
made regarding essential repairs and 
maintenance. Aston Rowant Primary 
School and St Andrews Primary School, 
Chinnor. 

THURSDAY 22 Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden: 

David Allsop, John Went, Ruth Bough- 
ton, Pat Ansell and Philip Lovegrove. 

For growth in discipleship. For discov- 
ering God-given gifts and being willing 
to use them for building up the local 
church and for the blessing of the wider 


community. For St George’s, Little Chal- 
font: redevelopment plans, outreach to 
single mums. For St Michaels, Chenies: 
organ refurbishment, wedding prepara- 
tion meetings. For St Mary Magdalene 
Flaunden: pray for bereaved people 
in the village and work with children 
and young people. St Georges Infant 
School, Amersham. 

FRIDAY 23 Warborough: Sue Booys, 
Edna Strange and Brian Newey. St Lau- 
rence School, Warborough. 

SATURDAY 24 Ewelme, Brightwell 
Baldwin and Cuxham with Easing- 
ton: Jonathan Meyer. Pray that the ac- 
tions we have taken, following the theft 
of lead from the roof of our ancient and 
historic church in Ewelme, will help 
to preserve it for the benefit of future 
generations, and that the thoughtless 
thieves may be forgiven for the trouble 
they have caused. For guidance, under- 
standing and thoughtfulness as we, in 
our Benefice of Ewelme, move forward 
to join with our neighbouring Parish of 
Benson. Ewelme Primary School. 

MONDAY 26 Penn Street: Peter 
Simmons. For the developing relation- 
ships with Curzon School and PTA. 

That through our mission together, 
people might come into a living rela- 
tionship with Jesus. For our Thursday 
Lunch Club, that it will be a continuing 
blessing to the elderly and lonely of the 
parish. Curzon School. 

TUESDAY 27 Icknield: Christopher 
Evans, Lucie Austin and Angie Pater- 
son. For the interregnum, for a new 
rector and for the four parishes and 
the ministry team as we work together 

Coming and Goings 

The Revd Colin Hartley will take up post 
as Priest in Charge of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Southcourt; The Revd 
Patrick Mukholi will take up post as 
Associate Minister at St Pauls, Wokingham; 
The Revd Jane Cresswell is to take up 
post as Vicar of Taplow and Dropmore 
and also Schools Facilitator for the Jubilee 


at this time. That it would be a time of 
growth and strengthening of commu- 
nity. 

WEDNESDAY 28 Thame Team Min- 
istry: Alan Garratt, Peter Waterson, 
Graham Choldcroft, Emma Racklyeft, 
Geoffrey Rushman and Nick Fran- 
cis. For the staff, both clergy and lay, 
and the congregations of the Thame 
Ministry Team. For wisdom in setting 
priorities, as during 2017 there will be 
a reduction in staff resources for most 
of the year and some activities may 
need to be set aside for a season. For 
Gods blessing on the opportunities in 
the local community schools and wider 
community as we continue to reach out 
in His name. Lewknor Primary School. 

THURSDAY 29 Bradfield Deanery: 

Will Watts, Emma Webber, David 
Smith, Michael Betts and Neil Jeffers. 
For the new Area Dean, Rev Becky 
Bevan, taking over in the new year; for 
preliminary work on a new Deanery 
Plan. 

FRIDAY 30 Aldermaston and Wool- 
hampton: Becky Bevan, Pat Bhutta, 
Janice Macdonald and Hanslip Long. 
Give thanks for 60 years of the York Na- 
tivity Play being performed at St Marys 
Aldermaston; for Margaret Davison, 
newly licensed as a Lay Minister in this 
benefice. Brimpton Primary School, 
Woolhampton Primary School and 
Aldermaston Primary School. 

SATURDAY 31 Basildon with Aid- 
worth and Ashampstead: Will Watts 
and Jonathan Sandbach. Basildon 
Primary School. 


Group in the Burnham and Slough Deanery; 
The Revd Christopher Huxtable is 

Associate Minister in the benefice of 
Newport Pagnell with Lathbury and 
Moulsoe; The Revd Jill Roth is Associate 
Minister in the benefice of Gerrards Cross 
and Fulmer. 


Our Bishops on Sundays 

SUNDAY 4 Advent 2 

SUNDAY 11 Advent 3 Bishop Steven confirming at Blackbird 
Leys. 

SUNDAY 18 Advent 4 Bishop Steven at carol service at 
Christ Church, Abingdon. 

SUNDAY 25 Christmas Day Bishop Colin visiting Bullingdon 
Prison and Katharine House Hospice; Bishop Alan at St 
Marys Church, Wendover. 



A short guide to special Sundays and other events (with 
a global focus) from Christian Concern for One World 
that you may wish to pray for in 2016/2017 is available 
at www.ccow.org.uk 


The Hospital of St Cross 

& Almshouse of Noble Poverty 

‘England’s Oldest Almshouse’ 

Vacancies for Brothers 


The Hospital, founded in I 132, 
is home to 25 retired 
laymen (‘Brothers’) and 
applications are welcomed. 

A registered Charity with a 
Christian foundation, the 
Hospital is situated a mile 
south of Winchester. Each 
Brother lives independently 
and occupies a flat which 
he furnishes himself. 



Further information and an 
application form are obtainable from: 
Clerk to the Trustees 
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, S023 9SD 
Tel: 01 962 878218 

E-mail: clerk@hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
www.hospitalofstcross.co.uk 
Registered Charity No. 20275 1 




No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thousands of hymns and worship songs, all in 
one box, ready to play. No musical or technical 
knowledge required. 


Straight out of the box the 
Hymnal Plus plays over 
2750 traditional hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
covering over 6000 hymn 
book entries. 

£1999 end VAT) 

Upgrade at any time, choosing from an ever- 
growing list of repertoire additions. 

Want something else? The Hymnal Plus also plays 
your own mp3 and midi files. 



Order your FREE information pack today. 
Free Phone: 0800 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.com 



Hymn Technology Ltd Hymnal 

Worship Music Solutions PlllS 



CATHOLIC IV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 


Live TV at www.ewtn.co.uk 
£175 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTN @ 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 


Who is like you, O Lord, 
among the gods? Who 
is like you,majesticjQ 
holiness, awesome 
glorious 
wonders?i 
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LIVIN6 AN AUTHENTIC LIFE 


Explore what it means to be a disciple of Christ, 
with stories and insights from our Anglican 
partners in India, Iran, Malawi, Pakistan and 
South Africa. 

Download or order free copies at 
www.uspg.org.uk/lent 


UNITED SOCIETY PARTNERS IN THE GOSPEL 


USPG + 





HOME DELIVERY 

ACROSS THE UK 
ON ALL VEHICLES 




NOW ONLY 

£8449 


NOW ONLY 

£5885 


UP TO 4,000 USED CARS PRICE CHECKED DAILY, 
COMPREHENSIVELY CHECKED & FULLY GUARANTEED 


AUTOSAVE... SERVING THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY FOR OVER 35 YEARS 


autosave^ 


CALL 0333 130 0284 

autosave.co.uk tin 


Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. We can 
introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 


59 REG RENAULT 
CLIO 1.2 16V 
EXTREME 3DR 
WHITE 60K 


NOW ONLY 

£2935 


60 REG FORD FIESTA 1.4 
ZETEC5DR BURGANDY 63K 


61 REG BMW 1 18D 
SPORT 5DR BLACK 66K 


13 REG VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
1 .7 CDTi EXCLUSIV SILVER 69K 


© Part Exchange Full History 

Welcome Check 


Flexible Finance 
Available 


Nationwide 

Delivery 



thedoorpost 

Courses, training, conferences and workshops in December 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is Friday 25 November 2016. 


•'rm: 


\ : 0 





St Edburg's Church, Bicester is one of the churches in the Diocese with a 
Christmas Tree Festival this year - see below. 


THURSDAY 1 DECEMBER 

Twyford: Christmas Tree Festival 
at St Marys, 10am - 5pm (also 
Friday 2 December, 10am-9pm, 
Saturday 3 December 10am- 
5pm, Sunday 4 December - see 
below). Free. Over 65 trees on 
display. Theme ‘White Christmas 
and Peace and Goodwill to all. 
Refreshments. 

SATURDAY 3 DECEMBER 

Aylesbury: Real Nativity Service 
outside All Saints Church, 
Hulcott,1.30 to 3pm. There will 
be real sheep and donkeys, kings 
on horseback, and of course 
the cast of a nativity. For more 
information please go to www. 
hulcott.org. 

SUNDAY 4 DECEMBER 

Twyford: Christmas Tree 
Festival at St Marys opens 
10.30am, Twyford ‘Glee Club UK’ 
at 2pm, Christmas Tea 2-4pm, 
carols around the trees 4.30pm. 

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER 

Tilehurst: Christmas Concert 
at St Mary Magdalen Church, 
7.30pm. Reading Concert Singers 
featuring The Snowman with 
carols for choir and audience. 
Refreshments. In aid of Church 
Funds. Programmes £8 (£4 under 
16). Details: 0118 9425290. 

Finchampstead: Blaze, Spirit 
Blaze, the Deanery/Churches 
Together Advent Reflection Day, 
9.45am — 4pm, Finchampstead 
Parish Centre. Bring your own 
lunch. Drinks provided. Cost: 
£5.00 for the day. To book 
please contact The Revd Judi 
Hattaway, Tel: 0118 976 17 or 
J udihattaway @mac . com . 

THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER 

West Wycombe: Christmas Tree 
Festival, St Paul’s Church, High 
Street, until Sunday 11 December 
2pm-4pm. 

FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER 

Haddenham: Community 
Christmas Tree Festival, St 
Mary’s Church, 10am-6pm. (Also 
Saturday 10 December 11am- 
6pm, Sunday 11 December, 12- 
5pm.) Come and see an amazing 
display of trees decorated by 
local organisations. Free entry. 
Refreshments. 

Bicester: Christmas Tree 
Festival, St Edburg’s Church. 
Forest of 80 decorated trees in a 
beautiful medieval church on 9 
and 10 December, 10am - 7pm 
and 11 December 12.30 - 5.30pm 
and ‘Carols in the Trees’ at 6pm. 
Refreshments, children’s tree 
hunt, live music throughout. 
Donation £2.50, accompanied 
children free. For more details 
www.stedburgschurch.org/ 
chris tmastreefestival. 


SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER 

Chinnor: St Andrew’s Church 
will be hosting a Christmas 
Tree Festival with the theme 
Christmas Through the Ages until 
Sunday 18 December. Saturdays/ 
Sundays 2-6pm, Monday to 
Friday 2-5pm. 

Watlington: Grand opening of 
the 8th Christmas Tree Festival 
at St Leonard’s Church at 3pm. 
Open 2pm-5pm thereafter until 
21 December. The theme this year 
is ‘Let there be Music’. 

Sutton Courtenay: Christmas 
Tree Festival, 10am-4pm, All 
Saints’ Church. £3 (children 
£1.50) to include refreshments 
and voting tokens. Proceeds to 
Church Building Fund. Continues 
on Sunday 11 December, 12- 
4pm. 

East Hagbourne: Christmas Tree 
Festival at St Andrew’s Church. 
10am festival opens, 10.30am 
Seasonal Floral Demonstration, 

1- 2pm homemade soup served, 

2- 4pm Children’s Crafty Festive 
Fun and Secrets Room. Children 
select a gift for parents/guardians 
and wrap it up in the special 
Secrets Room. Festival runs until 
20 December. 

SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER 

Tilehurst: Christingle service at 
St Michael’s, 9.30am, for all ages. 
The uniformed organisations take 
a special part. Proceeds to the 
Children’s Society. Eucharist with 
Anointing and Laying-on of hands 
at at St Michael’s at 6.30pm. 

WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER 

Whitley: Christmas Concert at St 
Agnes Church, 7.30pm. Reading 
Concert Singers featuring The 
Snowman with carols for choir and 
audience. Refreshments. In aid 
of Church Funds. Programmes 


£8 (£4 under 16). Details: 0118 
9425290. 

Thatcham: Christmas Concert 
with Vivace Voices Choir, 

St Mary’s Church, 2.30 pm. 

Tickets £3 on the door (includes 
refreshments). All proceeds to the 
Sue Ryder charity. 

SATURDAY 17 DECEMBER 

Oxford: Carols for Choir and 
Audience, 8pm. A feast of 
carols and readings including 
Vaughan Williams Fantasia on 
Christmas Carols and other festive 
favourites. The Cathedral Singers 
of Christ Church in the glorious 
surroundings of Christ Church 
Cathedral. Complimentary 
glass of wine. Tickets: £15 (£6 
unsighted) available on the door 
and from Tickets Oxford, 01865 
305305. 

SUNDAY 18 DECEMBER 

Taplow: St Nicolas’ Church 
Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols, 6.30pm. 

SATURDAY 24 DECEMBER 

Tilehurst: Children’s Nativity 
and Christingle Service, St Mary 
Magdalen Church, 3pm. In aid of 
The Children’s Society. Details: 
0118 9425290. 

Taplow: St Nicolas’ Church Crib 
Service, 5pm. Midnight Mass with 
Carols, 11.30pm. 

SUNDAY 25 DECEMBER 

Taplow: Christmas Morning 
Communion with Carols, 

10.30am, St Nicolas’ Church. 

Cookham: Carols by Candlelight, 
Holy Trinity Church, 6.30pm. 
Collection in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 












